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When you had
accomplished Your
Divine Plan for us

and had united earthly
and heavenly things.
You ascended in Glory,
Christ our God.
Yet in no manner did
You departed from us.
Rather, You abide with
us forever and You cry
out to those who love
You: “I am with you and
none shall prevail
against you”.
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Xpuctoc Bockpec! - BoictuHy Bockpec!
Christ is Risen! - Indeed He is Risen!

Priest: Fr. Vasyl Dovgan
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Cell: (908) 247-1800
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BITAEMO BCIX - WELCOME All! Welcome to the God-Loving and God-Protected Parish of St. Nicholas! A Parish of the UOC of the
USA and the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved
parishioners who are participating in today's Divine Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If you are with us for the first

time, PLEASE introduce yourself to Father Vasyl —

he is looking forward to meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call Father

with any questions and let him know what is going on in your life, especially if you need spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find
peace and comfort in St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church. You are very welcome to come every Sunday, make yourself at home,
and to become a part of our parish family. Through the intercession of Saint Nicholas we hope and pray that our community might
grow into a full fledged Parish in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. Through your prayers and dedication of time, talents and
donations, this can become a reality in all faith and love.
We invite everyone for coffee and sweets in the Church basement immediately following the Divine Liturgy. Thank you all!
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE — PO3KJIALl BOroCny>XIiHb

During this difficult time of corona virus, COVID-19, please join us for the celebration of all the
services on Facebook, live-streaming video https://www.facebook.com/stnicholasuoc/

Y uen Henerkuin Yac KopoHasipycy, COVID-19, mu 6yaemo Ha>kuBo TPaHC/IIOBaTU BCi 60rocny>XiHHS
yepes Dencoyk https://www.facebook.com/stnicholasuoc/

May 3, 2020 - 3rd Sunday of Pascha, of the

Myrrh-bearing Women. Tone 2.

8:15 — 8:45 AM - Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Acts (Acts. 6:1-7).
The Holy Gospel According to St. Mark (Mr. 15:43-16:8).

3 TpaBHs 2020 - Henina 3-1a micas Iacxu.

Css. Kinox muponocuus. I'osoc 2.

8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBiab.

9:00 panky — BoxkecrBenna Jlitypris.

3 Hissab CBstoro Anocrona [lasna Yuranns. (HisHe. 6:1-7).
Bin Mapka Cestoro €Banremnis Yntanns (Mp. 15:43-16:8).

May 10, 2020 - 4rd Sunday of Pascha, of the

Paralyzed Man. Tone 3.

8:15 — 8:45 AM - Confessions

9:00 AM — The Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Acts (Acts. 9:32-42).
The Holy Gospel According to St. John (Jn. 5:1-15).

10 TpaBus 2020 - Hepins 4-ta nicas Iacxu.

Henins npo po3caadaenoro. Foaoc 3.

8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBinb.

9:00 panky — BoxkecrBenna Jlitypris.

3 Hisiee Cestoro Anocrona [Tasna Yurtanns. (isHb. 9:32-42).
Bin IBana Cesitoro €Banrenis Uuranns (Ia. 5:1-15).

May 17, 2020 - Sth Sunday of Pascha. Tone 4.

The Samaritan Woman.

8:15 — 8:45 AM — Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Acts (Acts. 11:19-26,
29-30).

The Holy Gospel According to St. John (Jn. 4:5-42).

17 TpaBHs 2020 - Henins S-ta nicas [Macxu. Tosoc 4.

IIpo camapsHky.

8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBiab.

9:00 panky — BoxecrBenna Jlitypris.

3 Histeb Cesitoro Anocrona [Tasna Yurtanns. (JisHb. 11:19-26,
29-30).

Bin Isana Csitoro €sanrenis Unranus (Iu. 4:5-42).

May 24, 2020 - 6th Sunday of Pascha. Tone 5.

The Blind Man.

8:15 — 8:45 AM - Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Acts (Acts.
16:16-34). The Holy Gospel According to St. John (Jn. 9:1-38).

24 tpaBus 2020 - Hexins 6-ta micas IMacxu. Fosoc 5.

ITpo cainopox:xeHoro.

8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBinb.

9:00 pauky — BoxkecrBenna JliTypris.

3 Histap Cesatoro Anocrona [1asna Uuranus. (isae. 16:16-34).
Bin IBana Cesitoro €Banrenis Unranns (Ia. 9:1-38).

Thursday, May 28, 2020.

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD.

8:15 — 8:45 AM - Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Acts (Acts. 1:1-12).
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 24:36-53)

Yetsep, 28 Tpasus, 2020.

BO3HECIHHS I'OCIIOJHE.

8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBinb.

9:00 panky — BoxecrBenna Jlitypris.

3 Hisub CBsaroro Anocrona [TaBna YUuranus. (Hisub. 1:1-12).
Bin Jlyku Cssitoro €Banrenist Yuranns (JIk. 24:36-53)

May 31, 2020 - 7th Sunday of Pascha. Tone 6.

The Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council.

8:15 — 8:45 AM - Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Acts (Acts.
20:16-18, 28-36).

The Holy Gospel According to St. John (Jn. 17:1-13).

31 TpaBus 2020 - Henins 7-ma micas Ilacxu. Iogoc 6.

Css. OTuis nepmoro Beenencokoro Cobopy.

8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBiab.

9:00 panky — BoxkecrBenna Jlitypris.

3 Hisap Cesatoro Anoctona [1asna Ynranas. (disas. 20:16-18,
28-36).

Bin IBana Cesiroro €Banrenis Untanus (In. 17:1-13).

Information -3aranbHa IHchopmaLia

The Divine Liturgy is served every Sunday at 9:00 AM. (The First Sunday of the month is in English and the rest of the Sundays are in both
languages English and Ukrainian). BoxxectBenna JliTyprist ciyxurtbes monenini o 9:00 panky. Holy Confession is available before Liturgy. Cpsita
Cnosine nepen Jlityprieto. For Baptisms, Weddings, Panakhyda or any other services, please arrange with Father Vasyl Dovgan. IIpo Xpemenss,
Binuanns, [Tanaxuan un iHmi borocmyxinns, Oyap nacka, ToMoBTecs 3 HacTosTenaeM otueM Bacunem [loBranom. Pastoral Visitations of the Sick
and Infirm: Please inform Father Vasyl if you or your family members are going into the hospital for any reason or if they would like to receive
Spiritual guidance! ITacTupchki BinBiAMHN Heqykux Ta HeMiuHuX: Bynp macka, moBimomTe oTist Bacumis, sikmio Oynb-XTO 3 Bamux Apy3iB ado
4JIeHIB ciM'T MOTpanuB 10 JTiKapHi 3 Oyab-sIKuX npuyrH abo 6axkae gyxoBHo 30aratutucsi! EMERGENCY CALLS — Please call Fr. Vasyl anytime!

Thank you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS - OTOJIOHIEHHSA
* MEMORIAL BOOKS: Please submit (before Divine Liturgy) your memorial books (Hramatka) to Fr. Vasyl, if you wish to have your love

ones commemorated during the services!

FPAMATKA bynp nacka, paiite (nepex BoxkectsenHoro JliTypriero) Bamry rpamatky o. Bacuiiro, sKino Bu 6axkaeTe oM’ SHyTH CBOTX PiZIHHX Y

Borocmyxinni!


https://www.facebook.com/stnicholasuoc/

» Church School: As Lord said. "Let the children come to me. Don't stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like these
children.” Please bring your kids to the church for religious classes. Every Saturday at 9:15 AM . Step by step they will learn more and more
what is Orthodoxy and will become more familiar with Bible and we will prepare kids for the first Holy Confession and Communion.

» FOR NOW WE WILL HAVE ALL THE SERVICES VIA Facebook : During this difficult time of corona virus, COVID-19, we are going to
have all services on live-streaming video. https://www.facebook.com/stnicholasuoc/ PLEASE join the common prayers. Thank you very much.

» V meit Hemerkuil uyac kopoHaBipycy COVID-19, mMum OymemMo HaXHBO TpaHCIIOBaTH Bci OorociyxiHHs depe3 DeiicOyk.
https://www.facebook.com/stnicholasuoc/ BY/Ib JIACKA, npueanyiitecst 10 CHiTbBHUX MOJIHUTOB.

» Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ. If any of you have some questions or concerns PLEASE let me know. | would be more then
happy to help you, | am here for you all. Thank you!

» [Hopori Bpatun i Cectpu y XpucTi. AKLLIO BM Ma€eTe AKiCb 3anMTaHHS Yum LWoCk Bac HenokoiTe BY[b JIACKA pante meHi 3Hatu. A 6ygy
ayxe pagui Bam gonomorTu. sikyo!

Happy Birthday!!! - Bitacmo !!!
From the bottom of St. Nicholas parish family heart we wish Tanya Rudko, Anna Romanyshyn, Roman Semczuk, Michael Bilica, Andrew
Zaderej, Sophia Zaderej, Natalia Rubich a Happy Birthday. May God's awesome blessings be upon you this day and for the future years ahead,
May His blessings never fade in every area of your life, May God abound around you. So you may be a fruitful vine with the abundance of the
Lord. Bitaemo 3 /lnem Hapomkenns! Xait munocepanuii ['ocnons 3inuie Ha Bac CBoro Grmaroaath i omaciauBuTh CBOEIO Jackow! A pa3oM 3 THM
Jlapye BaM MiITHE 3/[0pOB'S Ta JOBI1 POKH XKUTTS y MUpi Ta 31aroxi! Hexail yci Bammi mupi Ta HEBTOMHI MOJIUTBH OyIyTh OUYTI, @ QHT€I-OXOPOHEIb
3aBKaH nepelyBae 3 BaMH Mopyd, OOpOHSIYM Bin HerapasniB. Hexail uBiTyTh mia HeOoM cuHBOOKHM llle 1oBro-noBro aHi i mita, A THXa pagicTs,
yucta i BUcoka, lllonenHo xaii 1o xatu 3aBepra! Baxaemo 3m0poB’s, coHus y 3eHiti, JIro6oBi, moO6poTH i macts moseH aiMm, Hexaii y cepui
poskoiye JitTo | cCOHsIXOM KBiTy€e 30;10TUM. Xail MOCTIHHAN ycIiX, pamicTh 1 JocTatok CHILIATHCS J0 Bac, HEMOB BHIIHEBUIl 1BIT, Xail )KHUTTEBUI
JIOCBiJ TBOPUTH 3 OymHIB cBsTa, [ocmonp mapye noBrux-noBrux Jit! boxoro Bam brarocmoBenHs Ha MHorii Ta bnarii Jlita! Happy Birthday!!!
Many Years!!!
PRAYERS — MOJIUTBA

Please remember in your prayers: the sick, hospitalized, and those in nursing homes or confined to their homes. Our best wishes for a speedy
recovery and good health are extended to the following individuals who are in need of God's healing and grace. O Holy Father, Heavenly Physician
of our souls and bodies, who sent Your Only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to heal those in illness: visit and heal Your servants: Mary-Ann,
Peter, Michael, Tina, Mikola, Maria, Stella, Maksymko, Volodymyr, Fr. Yurij, Jeremy, Volodymyr, Nadya, all the doctors and nurses and everyone
who was infected by COVID-19: granting them release from pain and restoration to health and vigor, that they may give thanks unto You and bless
Your Holy Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O Ilpemunocepauuii boxe, Otue, Cuny i Cearuii [yme, B Hepo3ainpHiii Tpoiini Tobi moxmonstoThes 1 Tebe cnaBnsaTs! 3mIsHBCS
MHJIOCTHBO Ha pabiB (IM's) HeqyXuX, BIAIYCTH M BCi IPOBHMHM iX, MOAai iM 31iNEHHS BiJl XBOPOOH, TOBEPHHM 1M 370pOB'S i CHIIN TiJIECHI, Mozail iM
JIOBTe 1 IAC/IUBE JKUTTS, 3eMHI i myxoBHI TBoi Omara, mo0 BOHH pa3oM 3 HaAMU IIPUHOCHIN MoAs4Hi MonuTBH ToOi, Becemenpomy bBorosi i
Teopuesi Hamomy. AMminb. If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you would like to add them to the prayer list, please notify Fr. Vasyl
Dovgan. Thank you.

LIVIES OF THE SAINTS

On May 8th the Church commemorates: The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark.

The holy Evangelist Mark, one of the 70 apostles and nephew to Apostle Barnabas, was born in Jerusalem. His mother Mary’s
house was adjacent to the garden of Gethsemane. According to church tradition, during the night of Christ’s agony St. Mark,
enveloping himself in a linen cloth, followed after Him, but ran away after being seized by the soldiers. After the Lord’s Ascension,
St. Mark’s mother’s house became the site of prayer meetings by Christians and a haven for some of the apostles. St. Mark was a
close co-worker of the apostles Peter, Paul, and Barnabas. Together with the latter two apostles St. Mark traveled to Seleucia and
from then on to the island of Cyprus, which he traversed entirely from the east to the west. In the city of Pathos St. Mark witnessed
Apostle Paul striking Elimas the sorcerer with blindness. After his labors with Apostle Paul, St. Mark returned to Jerusalem and
afterwards went to Rome together with Apostle Peter; at latter’s direction he then departed for Egypt, where he founded the
Christian Church. During St. Paul’s second apostolic travel around the antique world, St. Mark met up with him in Antioch. From
there he went on with Apostle Barnabas to preach on the island of Cyprus, and afterwards once again went off to Egypt and Asia
Minor, where he founded many churches together with Apostle Peter, including one in the city of Babylon. It was from this city that
Apostle Peter sent an epistle to the Christians of Asia Minor, in which he spoke of St. Mark with love and called him his spiritual son.

When Apostle Paul was imprisoned in Rome, St. Mark made a special point of visiting him there. It was in that city that he wrote his
holy Gospel. From Rome St. Mark once again departed for Egypt, and in Alexandria he founded the Christian college which subsequently
produced such famous graduates as the Church fathers and teachers St. Clement of Alexandria, St. Dionysius, St. Gregory the Miracle-worker, and
others. In his great concern for church services St. Mark also composed a Divine liturgy for the Christians of Alexandria. Afterwards St. Mark
visited the inner regions of Africa, spreading the word of the Gospel. During these travels he was commanded by the Holy Spirit to go once again
to Alexandria, in order to preach and combat the pagans there. St. Mark settled down in the home of a certain shoemaker by the name of Ananias,
whose injured hand he was able to heal. The shoemaker subsequenttly converted to Christianity and was baptized, and his example was followed
by many inhabitants of that part of the city in which he lived. This event incited the pagans’ hate and they gathered together intending to kill St.
Mark. Hearing of this, the apostle consecrated Ananias a bishop and ordained three presbyters from among the newly-converted Christians. The
pagans attacked St. Mark while he was performing the service. He was beaten up, dragged through the city streets and thrown into prison. There St.
Mark was honored by a vision of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, Who fortified him for his forthcoming suffering.

The next day the enraged crowd once again dragged the holy apostle through the city streets towards the tribunal, but he died along the
way with the following words on his lips: “Lord, into Thy hands I give up my spirit.” The pagans wanted to burn the apostle’s body, but as soon as
they lit a bonfire the skies became dark, thunder was heard, and an earthquake occurred. The pagans ran away in fear, while the Christians buried
the saint’s body in a sepulcher of stone. This was in A.D. 63. In A.D. 310 a church was built over the saint’s relics. In 829, when Moslem Arabs
took over power in Egypt, and infidels pressured the Christian Church, the saint’s relics were transferred to Venice and placed in the famous
cathedral bearing his name. According to ancient iconographic tradition, which has assigned symbols to the holy Evangelists borrowed from the
apocalyptic vision of St. John the Theologian, the Evangelist Mark is depicted with a lion — symbol of Christ’s might and royal dignity. All ancient
writers testify to the fact that the Gospel written by Mark is a brief recording of the sermons and narratives of the supreme apostle Peter. One of the
central theological themes in the Gospel by St. Mark is the theme of God’s power, which manifests itself in human frailty, because the Lord makes
possible that which is impossible for humans.
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On May 21st the Church commemorates - ST. JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST.
The Apostle and Evangelist St. John, called the Theologian, was the son of Salome and Zebedee. Zebedee was a fisherman of Galilee who
possessed rather vast holdings with workers. He was a member of some importance in the Jewish community, having access to the high priest.
John's mother Salome is mentioned as being one of the ranks of women who served God with their possessions.
John was at first the disciple of St. John the Baptist. Listening to his witness of Christ as the Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world,
he, together with Andrew the First-Called, followed the Savior. Being a steadfast disciple of the Lord, he and his brother James were called by the
Lord Himself at a later time after a successful catch of fish in the sea of Galilee. Together with Peter and James, John was deigned worthy to
become close to the Lord, being with Him during the most important and triumphant times of His earthly life. Thus, he was worthy to be present at
the resurrection of the daughter of Jairus, to see Christ's transfiguration on Mount Tabor, to hear the discourse on the signs of His second coming,
and to witness to His prayer at Gethsemane. At the Last Supper he was so close to the Lord that in his own words, he lay his head upon Christ's
bosom, whence originated his name "bosom-friend," which has since become a name for someone who is especially close.
Out of humility, not calling himself by name but nevertheless speaking of himself in the Gospel, he refers to himself as the disciple "whom Jesus
loved." The Lord showed this love of him when He was on the cross—He entrusted His Most Holy Mother to him saying: "Behold thy mother."
Zealously loving the Lord, John was filled with indignation at those who were hostile to the Lord or who estranged themselves from Him. While
traveling through Samaria he prohibited those who did not walk with Christ to cast out demons in the name of Jesus Christ and
asked the Lord's permission to consume with fire certain residents of a Samaritan town for not accepting Him. For this he and his
brother James were called by the Lord "sons of thunder". Feeling the love of Christ toward himself, but as yet not enlightened
with grace by the Holy Spirit, he decides to ask for himself and his brother James a place close to the Lord in His future Kingdom
and learns of the impending sufferings for both of them.
After the Lord's Resurrection, we often see Apostle John together with Apostle Peter, together with whom he is also considered a
pillar of the Church, and with whom he often travels to Jerusalem. True to the Lord's command, he cared for the Holy Virgin
Mary as a most devoted son, and only after her Blessed Dormition did he begin to preach in other lands.
During Apostle John's ministry, one notices that he uniquely chose for himself a specific province and directed all the energy of
his soul to eradicate paganism there and strengthen the holy faith. As an example of his specific care were the seven Churches of
Asia Minor—in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Theatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicia. He lived mainly in Ephesus.
During the time of Emperor Domitian (81-96), Apostle John, as the sole surviving Apostle, was summoned to Rome and by the decree of this
persecutor of the Church was thrown into boiling oil, but the power of God saved him unscathed just as it saved the three youths from the fiery
furnace. Then Domitian sent him to the desert island of Patmos. Here John wrote the Apocalypse, or Revelations of the fate of the Church and the
world. After the death of Domitian, Apostle John returned to Ephesus from exile. The Bishops and presbyters of the Ephesian Church showed him
three Gospels written by the Apostles Matthew, Mark and Luke. Having approved these Gospels, Apostle John deemed it necessary to supplement
that which was lacking and which he knew well, being the last of the living eyewitnesses. This was of great importance, since toward the end of the
first century there appeared in the Christian world several active gnostic sects which abased and even denied the Divinity of the Lord Savior. It was
imperative to protect the faithful from that teaching.
In his Gospel, Apostle John explains the Lord's sermons given in Judea. These sermons directed at the learned scribes were more difficult to
understand, and most likely due to this fact were not contained in the first three Gospels, which were designated for the newly converted pagans.
Before beginning to compose the Gospel, Apostle John designated a fasting period for the Church of Ephesus and withdrew with his disciple
Prochorus to the mountain where he wrote the Gospels bearing his name.
From ancient times the Gospel according to John were called spirit-filled. In comparison with the other three Gospels, they contain more the
sermons of the Lord regarding the deepest truths of faith—on the incarnation of the Son of God, on the Creator, on the redemption of mankind, on
spiritual rebirth, on the grace of the Holy Spirit and on Communion. From the first words of the Gospel, John elevates the thoughts of the faithful
to the hieghts of the divine emanation of the Son of God from the Father: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God (Jn 1:1). Apostle John expresses the aim of his Gospel thus: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye might have life through his name (Jn. 20:31). Besides the Gospel and the Apocalypse, Apostle John wrote three epistles
which were incorporated into the the New Testament books as Ecumenical (universal) Epistles. The main thought in his epistles was: Christians
must learn to love: Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth
not knoweth not God; for God is love (1 Jn. 4:7-8). Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as
he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made
perfect in love. We love him, because he first loved us. If a man say, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar: for he that love not his brother
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who love God love his
brother also (1 Jn. 4:17-21).
Regarding the subsequent ministry of Apostle John, tradition has preserved some wonderful information showing to what extent his heart was
filled with love. While visiting one of the Asia Minor Churches, John noticed among his listeners a youth who distinguished himself with unusual
gifts, and he entrusted the youth to the care of a bishop as a special ward. Later on this youth got involved with unsavory friends, became
debauched and the leader of a gang of bandits. Hearing of this from the bishop, John went into the mountains where the bandits were ravaging, and
he was seized and brought before the chief. On seeing the Apostle, the youth became embarrased and began to run away. John pursued him and
with touching words of love encouraged him. He finally brought him to Church, shared with him the labors of repentance, and did not rest until he
had totally reconciled him with the Church. During the last years of his life the Apostle preached only one precept: Children, love one another. His
disciples asked : "Why do you repeat yourself?" Apostle John answered: "This is the most important commandment. If you will fulfill it, then you
will fulfill all of Christ's commandments.” This love would turn into a fiery fervour when the Apostle met false-prophets who corrupted the faithful
and deprived them of eternal salvation. In one public building he met the false prophet Cerinthus who denied the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ.
"Let us depart quickly" said the Apostle to his disciple "I fear this building might collapse around us.”
St. John the Theologian died a natural death (the only one of the Apostles to do so), being around 105 years of age, during the time of Emperor
Trajan. The circumstances of the Apostle's death appeared unusual and even puzzling. At his own insistence, the Apostle John was buried alive. On
the following day, when the tomb was unearthed, it turned out to be empty. This event affirmed the belief in the conjecture of some Christians that
Apostle John will not die but will live until the Second coming of Christ and that he will unmask the Antichrist. The words said by the Savior not
long before his Ascension gave them cause to surmise this. When the Apostle Peter asked after turning to the Apostle John, And what shall this man
do? the Lord answered, If [ will that he tarry till I come (the second time), what is that to thee? Follow thou me. Apostle John makes a notation
regarding this in his Gospel: Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die (Jn. 21:22-23).
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