St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
LlepkBa CB. Mukonaa YkpaiHcbkoi NpaBocnaBHoi Liepkeu CLUA

{ ifonioecoricomelin

Lord, save Your people and
bless Your inheritance. Grant
victory to Orthodox Christians
over their enemies. And by Your
Cross preserve Your

Cnacu, I'ociogu, aronei
TBoiX 1 O1arocI0BY HACHIIAA
TBoe, nmepemory
[IPAaBOCIABHUM XPUCTHUSHAM
monait i xpectom TBoiM

Community. OXOPOHSIH oceto
Tgoro.
www.stnicholasuoc.org

376 Third St, Troy, NY. 12180;

Church Office (518) 274-5482;

Church Email: admin@stnicholasuoc.org

Cemetery: 64 Vandenburg Ave, Troy, NY 12180;
Archpastor - His Eminence Metropolitan Antony Priest: Fr. Vasyl Dovgan
. HacrosTens: oreun Bacuas Jlopran
IIpeacrosaTens-BucokonpeocBsileHHi M Fr.VasylDovean@email.com

Cell: (908) 247-1800

MuTponoauT AHTOHI

Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! - Ci1aBa HaBiku bory!
Glory to Jesus Christ! - Glory Forever!

BITAEMO BCIX - WELCOME All! Welcome to the God-Loving and God-Protected Parish of St. Nicholas! A Parish of the UOC of the
USA and the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved
parishioners who are participating in today's Divine Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If you are with us for the first
time, PLEASE introduce yourself to Father Vasyl — he is looking forward to meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call Father
with any questions and let him know what is going on in your life, especially if you need spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find
peace and comfort in St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church. You are very welcome to come every Sunday, make yourself at home,
and to become a part of our parish family. Through the intercession of Saint Nicholas we hope and pray that our community might
grow into a full fledged Parish in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. Through your prayers and dedication of time, talents and
donations, this can become a reality in all faith and love.
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE — PO3KJIALl BOroCny>XIiHb

September 6, 2020 - 13th Sunday after Pentecost Tone 4.

8:15 — 8:45 AM — Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from 1st Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the
Corinthians (1 Cor. 16:13-24).

The Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew (Mt. 21:33-42).

6 Bepecus 2020 - 13-ta Henins nicns IParupecaranui. Fosoc 4.
8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBiab.

9:00 panky — BoxecrBenna Jlitypris.

ITepue [Tocnanns no Kopuntsn Cearoro Anocrona [Tasna Yuranus.
(1 Kop. 16:13-24).

Bix Marsis Cesatoro €sanrenist Yntanus (MT. 21:33-42).

September 13, 2020 - 14th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 5.
8:15 — 8:45 AM - Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from 2nd Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the
Corinthians (2 Cor. 1:21-2:4). The Holy Gospel According to St.
Matthew (Mt. 22:1-14).

13 Bepecns 2020 - Hegins 14-ta micas [aTugecarauui. Fosoc 5.
8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBinb.

9:00 panky — BoxkecrBenna Jlitypris.

Hpyre [Nocnanns no Kopuntsa Cesroro Anocrona [Tapma UuranHs.
(1 Kop. 1:21-2:4). Big Marsis Cssitoro €sanrenist Yuranus (Mrt.
22:1-14).

September 20, 2020 - 15th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 6.
8:15 — 8:45 AM — Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from 2nd Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the
Corinthians (2 Cor. 4:6-15). The Holy Gospel According to St.
Matthew (Mt. 22:35-46).

20 BepecHs 2020 - Henins 15-ra nmicas Iaruaecarnuni. Fonoc 6.
8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBinb.

9:00 pauky — BoxkecrBenna JliTypris.

Jpyre Iocnanns no Kopuntsan Cearoro Anocrona Ilasna YuranHs.
(2 Kop. 4:6-15). Big Marsis Cesroro €sanrenist Yuranus (MT.
22:35-46).

September 27, 2020 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 7.
THE UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOUS AND

27 Bepecus 2020 - 16-ta Hexinst nicast [Psrunecsirauni. Fosnoc 7.
BO3JABMKEHHSI YECHOTI'O I )KUBOTBOPYOI'O XPECTA

LIFE-GIVING CROSS

8:15 — 8:45 AM — Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from 1st Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the
Corinthians (1 Cor 1:18-24). (1 Kop. 1:18-24).

The Holy Gospel According to St. John (Jn. 19, 6-11, 13-20, 25-28, Bin loana Cesitoro €Banrenis Yuranus (Iu. 19, 6-11, 13-20, 25-28,
30-35). 30-35).

roCcrioJHbOIO

8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBinb.

9:00 panky — BoxecrBenna Jlitypris.

Iepmre [ocnanus no Kopuntsaa Cearoro Anocrona I1asna Yuranus.

Information -3aranbHa IHcopmauia

The Divine Liturgy is served every Sunday at 9:00 AM. (The First Sunday of the month is in English and the rest of the Sundays are in both
languages English and Ukrainian). BoxxectBenna JliTyprist ciyxurtbes monenini o 9:00 panky. Holy Confession is available before Liturgy. Cpsita
Cnosine nepen Jlityprieto. For Baptisms, Weddings, Panakhyda or any other services, please arrange with Father Vasyl Dovgan. IIpo Xpemenss,
Binuanns, [lanaxuau um inmi borocmyxinns, Oyap nacka, ZJOMOBTECS 3 HacTosTeneM otieM Bacunem JloBranom.

Pastoral Visitations of the Sick and Infirm: Please inform Father Vasyl if you or your family members are going into the hospital for any
reason or if they would like to receive Spiritual guidance! ITacTupcpki BifBiAMHM HeXyXHX Ta HeMiuHMX: Bynp yacka, moimomTe oTis Bacwis,
SKIIO OyAb-XTO 3 BAalIMX Jpy3iB a00 wWieHiB ciM'l moTpamuB 10 JiKapHi 3 Oyap-kuxX mpuuuH abo Oaxae myxoBHO 30aratutucsi! EMERGENCY
CALLS - Please call Fr. Vasyl anytime! Thank you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS - OI'OJIOINEHHSA

* MEMORIAL BOOKS: Please submit (before Divine Liturgy) your memorial books (Hramatka) to Fr. Vasyl, if you wish to have your love
ones commemorated during the services!
FPAMATKA Byns nacka, naiite (nepen boxxectenHoro JliTyprieto) Bairy rpamarky o. Bacuiiro, sSKIo Bu 6a)kaeTe MOM’sIHYyTH CBOIX PiIHUX Y
BborocmyxinHi!
»Church School: As Lord said. "Let the children come to me. Don't stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like these
children.” Please bring your kids to the church for religious classes. September - May Every Saturday at 9:15 AM . Step by step they will
learn more and more what is Orthodoxy and will become more familiar with Bible and we will prepare kids for the first Holy Confession and
Communion.

» WE WILL KEEP ALL THE SERVICES VIA Facebook : During this difficult time of corona virus, COVID-19, we will keep all the services
on live-streaming video. https://www.facebook.com/stnicholasuoc/ We are so fortunate to be able to experience the live-streaming of our Divine
Liturgy. This not only affords us an opportunity to pray together as a family but also to discuss with your youngsters what we see and do in
church. Please encourage them to pray every day and to read their bibles. Please join us, to come to the church. I hope to see you all soon.
PLEASE come to the church if you can the church is open. Thank you very much.

» 'V neit Henerkuit yac kopoHasipycy COVID-19, Mu GyneMo Ha)KMBO TpaHCIIOBATH BCi Oorocmyxinas yepes PericOyk. https:/
www.facebook.com/stnicholasuoc/ BY/Ib JIACKA, namstaiiTe 110 XpaM BiIKPHTHIA - IPHETHYHTECS A0 CIUIBHUX MOJIUTOB.

» WEEKLY COLLECTION: We would like to thank everyone for continuing to send in your weekly contributions for the past few months!
Your generosity has been a blessing to the parish and your continued assistance is crucial during this time! As you all know how difficult it is
during COVID-19 pandemic. Please keep this in mind as you continue to send in your weekly contributions. Your assistance is needed and
appreciated. Your weekly envelopes or outright donations can be sent by: Mail: St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church 376 3rd St. Troy, NY
12180

Happy Birthday!!! - Bitaemo !!!

From the bottom of St. Nicholas parish family heart we wish Halya Korhun, Robert Michaels, Roma Kulbida, Wolodymyr Marzelan, Jenny
Kulyk, Valentyna Pichkurov a Happy Birthday. May God's awesome blessings be upon you this day and for the future years ahead, May His
blessings never fade in every area of your life, May God abound around you. So you may be a fruitful vine with the abundance of the Lord.
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Bitaemo 3 Jlnem Hapomkenns! Xaii munocepauuii ['ocrons 3inuie Ha Bac CBoro Onarofars i omaciuBuTh CBOEIO Jackoro! A pa3oM 3 TUM Japye
BaM MillHE 3/I0pOB'S Ta JOBTi POKHM JKUTTA y Mupi Ta 3maroxi! Hexail yci Bami mupi Ta HEBTOMHI MOJHUTBU OyAyTb MOYYTi, a aHTeI-OXOPOHEIh
3aBXIU nepeOyBae 3 BaMu MOpyd, OOPOHAYHM Bia HerapasmiB. Hexait 1BiTyTh miag He6oM crHbOOKUM llle 10oBro-moBro mHi it Jita, A THXa pamicTh,
gncTa i Bucoka, ll{omenno xaif mo xarum 3aBepra! Bakaemo 3m0poB’st, coHIs y 3eHiTi, JIto6oBi, nobporu i macts moseH aiM, Hexait y cepui
posxomrye 1iTo I coHAXOM KBiTy€e 30;10TUM. Xaif MOCTIHMHN ycITiX, pamicTh 1 JocTaTok CHILIATECS 0 Bac, HEMOB BHIIHEBHUI 1BIT, Xail KUTTEBUI
JOCBi/I TBOPUTH 3 OynHIB cBsita, [ocmonp napye noBrux-noBrux Jit! boxoro Bam BnarocnoBenns Ha Muorii ta brarii Jlita! Happy Birthday!!!
Many Years!!!

Happy Anniversary
Hopori: Pavlo & Anya Zaderej, Vasy&Tetyana Hayvanovych, Paula & Greg Taylor- Ll{acruBi Ti, oo 3Har0Th Bac, 60 BH MOAa€eTe JOOpHI
JKUTTEBUI IPHUKIIaJ] XPUCTUIHCHKOT J11000BI Ta mikiyBanHs. Bu npuxnan 6mmkHiM nopasaiite, [Ipoxozasre 3 Bipoto xuTTeBuit myTh bararctea
HE3eMHi 30upaiite, a Ti siki 10 LlapctBa bBoxkoro BenyTs. Hexaii Beeumniii Gnarocnosuts Bac Beima 6maramu! May God continue to guide you and
bless you in your marriage journey. Happy Anniversary!

PRAYERS - MOJINTBA

We ask all of you to remember in your prayers the following individuals, who are in need of God's healing and grace: the sick, hospitalized,
and those in nursing homes or confined to their homes. Our best wishes for a speedy recovery and good health are extended to the following
individuals who are in need of God's healing and grace. O Holy Father, Heavenly Physician of our souls and bodies, who sent Your Only-begotten
Son our Lord Jesus Christ to heal those in illness: visit and heal Your servants: Mary-Ann, Peter, Michael, Tina, Mikola, Maria, Stella, Maksymko,
Volodymyr, Fr. Yurij, Jeremy, Volodymyr, Nadya, all the doctors and nurses and everyone who was infected by COVID-19: granting them release
from pain and restoration to health and vigor, that they may give thanks unto You and bless Your Holy Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O TIpemunocepauuit boxe, Otue, Cuny i Cesruii Jynre, B HeposainbHiit Tpoiiti To6i nmoknonsitoreest i Tebe cnaBmsite! 3misHbCs
MIJIOCTHBO Ha pabiB (IM's) HexyXuX, BIAITYCTH IM BCi IPOBHMHY iX, MoAai iM 3iNIEHHS BiJl XBOPOOH, TOBEPHH 1M 30pOB'S i CHIIN TLIECHI, oaail iM
JIOBTE 1 IIaciuBe KUTTS, 3eMHI i nyxoBHi TBoi Omara, mo0 BOHH pa3oM 3 HaMH NPUHOCHIHN MoAs4HI MonuTBH ToOi, Bcemenpomy borosi i
TBopueBi HaLIOMY. AMiHb.

If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to add them to the prayer list, please notify Fr. Vasyl. If you would like me to visit with
the Sacraments of the Holy Confession and Eucharist, please call me to set up an appointment. I will gladly visit everyone. In Christ Fr. Vasyl
Dovgan. Thank you.

Bo3saBmxeHHs YecHoro i 2KuBoTBop4ioro Xpecta l'ocnoaHboro

The Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross

PumMmchbKi iMmiepaTopH - S3MYHUKH HaMarajiuch MOBHICTIO 3HUIUTH CEpes JIIOAEH ITaM’aTh MpOo CBSILIEHHI MICI, I MTOCTPaX/IaB 3a
moneit 1 Bockpec Tocmons mHam Icye Xpuctoc. Imneparop Anpian (117-138) nHakazas 3acumaru 3emiiero [onrody i I'pi6 ['ocnoxHiit i
Ha IITYYHOMY Iarop0i MOCTaBUTH KaluIle s3MYHUIBK01 OoruHi Berepu i craryio FOmitepa. Ha mpoMy miciii 30upanuch S3UIHHAKH i
3BEpIIyBAIN 110TBCHKI xkepTBonpuHomenHsa. Oxnak yepe3 300 pokiB IIpommciom Bokum Benmki XpuCTHSHCBHKI cBATHHI — [pib
Tociogniii 1 JKuBorBopumit Xpect Oynu 3HOBY 3HaiilieHi XpUCTUSIHAMH 1 BIAKpUTI ais mokioHiHHsA. lle cramocs mpu
piBHOamocronsHOMY imMniepatopi Koncrantuni Benukomy, sikuii nepimii 3 puMChKUX iMIEpaTopiB MPUIMHUB TOHIHHS Ha XPUCTHUSH.
Cesrtuit piBHoaHOCTOJ'H)HI/Iﬁ KOHCTaHTI/IH BeJ‘II/IKI/Iﬁ (306-337) HiCJ‘ISI nepemoru B 312 pori Haj MakceHTiem, npaBuTeneM 3axiaHol
BeJINYE3HOi PuMCBKOT 1Mnep11. B 313 pOI_Il BiH BHIaB TaK 3BaHHUH MIJIaHCLKI/II/I €/IMKT, 3a SIKUM XPHUCTHSHCBKA peliris Oyma
y3aKOHEHa i TOHIHHS Ha XPUCTHSAH B 3aximHid dacTwHi immepii npunuHmiuck. IIpaButens JIikiHil, Xo4a ¥ miammcaB Ha IOTORy
KoHcranTnHy MinaHChKHUil €UKT, OJHAK (JAKTUYHO MPOJOBXKYBaB FOHIHHS Ha XpUCTHsH. TUNBKU MIiCNIsi HOTO OCTATOYHOT MOpPa3Ky i
Ha CXifHy 4acTHHY iMIepii po3mnoBctoauBcest yka3 313 poky mpo BiporepnuMicTb. PiBHOanocroibpHuMit iMneparop KoncranTus, sikuid
3a BO)k0I0 JT0TTOMOT0I0 OTPHMAB ITEPEMOTY HaJl BOPOTaMH B TPHOX BiifHaX, 6aunB Ha HeO1 boxke 3HamMeHHs — XpecT 3 HarucoM « Llum
nepeMoxen». [lomym’ssHO Oakaroun BimHANTH XpecT, Ha KoTpoMy OyB po3in’aruit ['ocions Hamr Icyc XpucToc, piBHOAIOCTONBHUHA
KoncrantuH HanpaBuB B €pycamuM CBOIO MarTip, OmarodecTuBy mapumro €ieHy, maBmu i muct mo Ilarpiapxa €pycanmMchkoro
Maxkapia. Xoda mapung €n1eHa Mana TOII BKE MOXWJIMHA BiK, BOHA 3 3aXOIUICHHSAM B3sUIacs 3a BUKOHAHHS I[hOTO JOPYYCHHS.
SI3UYHUIIBKI KalHUIIA Ta 110JbChKI CTaTy1, Kl MEPEMOBHIOBAIN €pycaanM, [IAPHUIIST 3BEJIiIa 3HUIIUTH.
Posmrykyroun YKusotopunii Xpect, BoHa po3nuTyBana npo Moro Micie 3HAXOIKEHHS B XPUCTHSH Ta iy/eiB, e J0Bro il MomykHu
He Many ycrixy. Haperri, il Bkazanu Ha OfHOTO CTaporo €Bpesi Ha WMeHHs [yna, KOTpuil MOBiZIOMHUB, 0 XpecT 3apUTHI TaM Je
cToith Karmine Benepu. Kammine 3pyiiHyBanu i 3BEpIIMBIIM MOJMTBY ITO4ajaM Komatd 3emiro. Hesabapom Oynm 3Haiineni I'piod
Tocmonwiif 1 HEMO#AMIK BiJ HEOTO TPH XPECTH, JOIICUKA 3 HAIIHUCOM, 0 OyB 3poOieHuii 3a HakazoM [Iuiara, i YOTHPH LIBIXH, SKi
npokononu Tinmo Tocmomne. 106 mizHatHcs, Ha SKOMY 3 TPBOX XpecTiB OyB posim’stuil Crmacutens [larpiapx Maxkapiit modepsi
MOKJaB XpecTn Ha mokiiHuka. Komu OyB mnoknanenuit Xpect locnopHiii, MeprBuii oxuB. [loOauuBIIM BOCKpECIOro, BCi
TepeKoHaNuncs, 1o 3HaiaeHo JXuBorBopumid XpecT. XpHUCTHSHH, SIKMX MPUHIUIO Oe34HCciIeHe MHOXKECTBO, 100 MOKIOHHTHCH
CesitoMy XpecTy, NPOCHIM CBSTUTENS Makapis MiJHATH, BO3IBUTHYTH XpecT, o0 Bci MOINIHM, Xo4a O 37aieKy CHONISAaTH
Omarorogitino Ha Hroro. Toxi [larpiapx Ta iHII TyXOBHI 0COOHM IMOYaX BHCOKO ITiTHIMATH CBATHH XpPEcT, a HApOI, BB3UBAOUH: «
Tocrmonn mommiryit», OmaroroBifiHO mokioHaBcst YecHomy JlpeBy. Ll ypoumcra momisi BimOymacs B 326 poui IIpu 3HaiineHHi
XusotBopuoro XpeCTa BI,ZI6YHOCI: e OHE YylO: TSKKO XBOpa XKiHKA, MpU OcCiHeHHI ii CBATHM XpeCTOM Bmpa3y 30IIUIIACK.
Crapeup lyna Ta iHmi romei ysipyBanu B Xpucra 1 npuilHsiam cBste XpeuieHHs. lyna oTpuMaB iMm’a Kipiak 1 mi3Himie OyB
pyKoToJIoxKeHHI Ha enuckona €pycamumcbkoro. B maproBanns FOmiana Bincrynauka(361-363) BiH NpuitHAB My4eHHIIBKY CMEPTh
3a Xpucta. CBsara mapuns €JIcHa BiA3HAYMIA MICIl, TTOB’sA3aHi 3 3eMHUM XHUTTAIM Cracutens, moOynoBoro Outbme 80 xpamiB, sKi
Oymu moOymoBaHi y Budmeemi — mictii Piznea XpuctoBoro, Ha ropi Eneoncekii, 3Binku ['ocons Bo3Hices Ha He6o, B [edcnmanii, ae
Cracurens monmuBcs nepen CBoiMu cTpakgaHHAME 1 Jie Oynma moxoBaHa Boxka Marip micns ycninas. [{lo KorcranTuHOMONS CBATA
€nena npusesna 3 coboro gactuHy JKuBorBopdoro Jlpesa i nBsxu. PiBHoamocTonpHuH iMneparop KoncranTuH 3BeniB 30ymayBaTH B
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€pycanumi BeTUYHUHA 1 BETUKUA XpaM Ha decTb BockpecinHsa XpuctoBoro, sikuil BMimas y co0i i ['pi6 l'ocognii i
Tonrody. Xpam OymayBascst mpubnuszno 10 poki. Cesita €1eHa He JOXWIA 10 OCBIYEHHS XpaMmy; BOHa YIOKoijach B
327p. Xpam OyB ocesiuenuit 13 BepecHs 335poky (crapwmii ctuib). Ha crigyrounii nens 14 BepecHs, Oylio BCTAaHOBJIEHO
cBaTKyBatu Bo3nemwkennst YecHoro i dKuBorBopuoro Xpecra.

B meii menw 3ramyetbes mie omHa ToAis, moB’s3aHa 3 XpecrtoM [ocmomHiMm, fioro moepHeHHsS 3 Ilepcii micma 14—
JITHBOTO TOJIOHY Ha3aa B €pycanuM. Y maproBaHHs Bizanriiicekoro immeparopa ®oxu (602—610) mepcbkuil map
Xospoii 11 y BiiiHi IpoTH TpeKiB po30HB rpelbke Bificbko, morpadysaB €pycanuMm i BUBi3 y nonoH JKusotBopunii Xpect
T'ocnonniit i Cestoro Ilarpiapxa 3axapito (609—633). Xpect npoOyB y Ilepcii 14 poki i nume npu immeparopi
Ipakniro(610—641), xorpuit 3 boxoro momiudro nepemir Xo3pos i ykiaB Mup 3 Horo cuHoM, CHpPOECOM, XpUCTHSHAM
Oyna moBepHeHa ixXHs CBATUHS — XpecT locmomHiil. 3 BEIMKOIO YPOUHCTICTIO
JKusoTtBopumii xpect OyB mpuHeceHMH no €pycanumy. Immeparop Ipakmiit y
1apcbkoMy BiHII 1 mopdupi monic Xpect XpuctiB y xpam Bockpecinas. [lopsin
3 HapeM #moB natpiapx 3axapis. bins BopiT, koTpi Benu Ha [onrody, immeparop
HECIO[iBaHO 3yIMMHUBCSA 1 He Mir HWTH nani. Cearuii [laTpiapx mosicHUB 1apro, 1o
fiomy 3aropomuB gopory Auren [ocmomniiitomy mo To#, Xto Hic Ha [onrody
XpecT ans BUKYIUICHHS CBITY BiJ TpiXiB, 3BepHmIMB CBii XpecHUU HUIAX Yy
npuHmkeHoMmy Burisidi. Toxi Ipakiiii, 3HABIIN BiHENbi TOPQUPY, HAIIB MPOCTHI
OJIAT1 Oe3MEePEenTKOHO BHIC XpecT XPHCTIB y XpaM.

V cnoBi Ha Bo3asmkennsa Xpecra cBatuil Anapiit KpuTcbkuii roBOpuTh: « XpecT
BO3/IBUTAETHCS, 1 BC1 BipHI IPUOITar0Th, XPECT BO3IABUTAETHCS, 1 MICTO TOPIKECTBYE, 1 HAPOIIU 3BEPIITYIOTh CBATKYBAHHSY.

The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Creating Cross of the Lord: The pagan Roman emperors tried to completely
eradicate from human memory the holy places where our Lord Jesus Christ suffered and was resurrected for mankind.
The Emperor Hadrian (117-138) gave orders to cover over the ground of Golgotha and the Sepulchre of the Lord, and to
build a temple of the pagan goddess Venus and a statue of Jupiter. Pagans gathered at this place and offered sacrifice to
idols there. Eventually after 300 years, by Divine Providence, the great Christian sacred remains, the Sepulchre of the
Lord and the Life-Creating Cross were again discovered and opened for veneration. This took place under the Emperor
Constantine the Great (306-337) after his victory in the year 312 over Maxentius, ruler of the Western part of the Roman
empire, and over Licinius, ruler of its Eastern part. In the year 323 Constantine became the sole ruler of the vast Roman
Empire. In 313 he had issued the Edict of Milan, by which the Christian religion was legalized and the persecutions
against Christians in the Western half of the empire were stopped. The ruler Licinius, although he had signed the Edict
of Milan to oblige Constantine, still fanatically continued the persecutions against Christians. Only after his conclusive
defeat did the 313 Edict of Milan extend also to the Eastern part of the empire. The Holy Equal of the Apostles Emperor
Constantine, having gained victory over his enemies in three wars with God’s assistance, had seen in the heavens the
Sign of the Cross, and written beneath: “By this you shall conquer.” Ardently desiring to find the Cross on which our
Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, Saint Constantine sent his mother, the pious Empress Helen (May 21), to Jerusalem,
providing her with a letter to Saint Macarius, Patriarch of Jerusalem. Although the holy empress Helen was already in
her declining years, she set about completing the task with enthusiasm. The empress gave orders to destroy the pagan
temple and the statues in Jerusalem. Searching for the Life-Creating Cross, she made inquiry of Christians and Jews, but
for a long time her search remained unsuccessful. Finally, they directed her to a certain elderly Hebrew by the name of
Jude who stated that the Cross was buried where the temple of Venus stood. They demolished the pagan temple and,
after praying, they began to excavate the ground. Soon the Tomb of the Lord was uncovered. Not far from it were three
crosses, a board with the inscription ordered by Pilate, and four nails which had pierced the Lord’s Body (March 6).

In order to discern on which of the three crosses the Savior was crucified, Patriarch Macarius alternately touched the
crosses to a corpse. When the Cross of the Lord touched the dead one, he came to life. Having beheld the raising of the
dead man, everyone was convinced that the Life-Creating Cross was found. Christians came in a huge throng to
venerate the Holy Cross, beseeching Saint Macarius to elevate the Cross, so that even those far off might reverently
contemplate it. Then the Patriarch and other spiritual leaders raised up the Holy Cross, and the people, saying “Lord
have mercy,” reverently prostrated before the Venerable Wood. This solemn event occurred in the year 326. During the
discovery of the Life-Creating Cross another miracle took place: a grievously sick woman, beneath the shadow of the
Holy Cross, was healed instantly. The elder Jude and other Jews there believed in Christ and accepted Holy Baptism.
Jude received the name Cyriacus and afterwards was consecrated Bishop of Jerusalem. During the reign of Julian the
Apostate (361-363) he accepted a martyr’s death for Christ (see October 28). The holy empress Helen journeyed to the
holy places connected with the earthly life of the Savior, building more than 80 churches, at Bethlehem the birthplace of
Christ, and on the Mount of Olives where the Lord ascended to Heaven, and at Gethsemane where the Savior prayed
before His sufferings and where the Mother of God was buried after her death.
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