St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
IepxBa CB. Mukosaas Ykpaincokoi IlpaBociaaBuoi Lepkpu CIIA

Commanders of the heavenly hosts, Hebecnux soincme apxucmpamuzu,
we who are unworthy beseech you,
by your prayers encompass us
beneath the wings of your
immaterial glory, and faithfully
preserve us who fall down and cry

MOAUMO 8AC 3A6IHCOU MU,
HeOOCMOIIHL, W00 81 8aLUUMLL
MOAUMBAMU 020POOUAU HAC,

NOKPOBOM KpU OYXOBHOT 8AULOT
CAA8U, OXOPOHAKUU HAC, WO
to you: Deliver us from all harm, for YCUALHO NPUNAOAEMO T KAUUEMO,
you are the commanders of the

powers on high!

810 010 i36aeme Hac, AK
YUHOHAYANDHUKU BULUHIX CUL!

www.stnicholasuoc.org
376 Third St, Troy, NY 12180,

Church Office: (518) 274-5482;

Church Email: troy@stnicholasuoc.org
Cemetery: 64 Vandenburg Ave, Troy, NY 12180;

Archpastor - His Eminence Metropolitan Antony Priest: Fr. Vasyl Dovgan

. HacrosTens: oreup Bacuas Jlopran
TIpencrosTenn-Bucoxonpeocssamennimmi Fr.VasvlDovean@email.com

MHuTpONOIUT AHTOHI Cell: (908) 247-1800

CLORY TO JESUS CHRIST - GLORY FOREVER!

WELCOME All! Welcome to the God-Loving and God-Protected Parish of St. Nicholas! A Parish of the UOC of the USA and the
Ecumenical Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved parishioners who
are participating in today's Divine Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If you are with us for the first time, PLEASE
introduce yourself to Father Vasyl — he is looking forward to meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call Father with any
questions and let him know what is going on in your life, especially if you need spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find peace
and comfort in St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church. You are very welcome to come every Sunday, make yourself at home, and
to become a part of our parish family. Through the intercession of Saint Nicholas we hope and pray that our community might grow
into a full fledged Parish in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. Through your prayers and dedication of time, talents and
donations, this can become a reality in all faith and love.

CJIABA ICYCY XPUCTY - CJIABA HA BIKHA!

BITAEMO BCIX! JlackaBo mpocumo 10 boromoo6uBoi Ta Borom Oepexenoi mapadii csitoro Muxonas! Hama mapadis e
gactuaoro YIII[ CIIA Bcenencekoro Ilarpiapxary. [llupo Ta 3 mo0OB’t0 BiTaeEMO BCiX BiABiIyBadiB, TOCTEH, MPHUXOXKaH Ta BiX
napadisH, sKi 6epyTh y4acTh Y CHOTOTHIIIHBOMY OOTOCIyXiHHI. MU O1arocioBeHHI BalIol HpUCYTHICTIO! SIKmIo BH 3aBiTaim
Brepiue, Oy/b Jlacka, IpencraBTe cede oTieBi Bacuiio, BiH Oyae myxe paauii 3yctpitics 3 Bamu! Takoxk, SKIIO Yy Bac € 3alUTaHHs
JIO CBSIIICHHHKA, TIOTPIOHO MOTOBOPUTH 200 MOTpedyeTe MyXOBHHX HACTAHOB, MOXKETE BIIBHO J3BOHHMTH 110 0. Bacuis abo mucaru
Ha eJIEKTPOHHY TIOIITY Ha BHIIE BKa3aHy ajapecy Ha Homep Tenedony. CriomiBaeMocs, BU 3MOXKETE BiquyTH cebe KoM(OpPTHO Ta B
MHpi IpH Hamiid rpomapi-napadii. Bynp nacka, mpuxoabTe MOJMTHCS 3 HaMH IOHENUI, MOdYyBaiiTecs, sIK BIOMa Ta CTaBaiTe
YaCTHHOIO HamIol mapadisuibHOI ponuHu. Yepes 3acTymHUITBO cB. MuKoas, MA HaIi€EMOCS Ta MOJTUMOCS, 1100 Hallla rpoMaja JIHIIe
3pocrana, Oyayun moBHOLiHHOIO mapadieto Yikpaincekoi [IpaBocmaBroi Llepksm CIHA. lle MOXnIHMBO JIMIIE 3aBASKH BaIluM
MOJIUTBaM, BIIZIaHICTIO, BITAHOCTI Yacy, TaJlaHTaM Ta INEAPHM MOKEePTBaM B JIF00OBI Ta Bipi.


http://www.stnicholasuoc.org/
mailto:troy@stnicholasuoc.org
mailto:Fr.VasylDovgan@gmail.com
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE — PO3KJIAJI BOT'OCJIYXIHb

November 5, 2023 - 22nd Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 5.

8:15 - 8:45 AM - Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Galatians (Gal. 6:11-18).
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 16:19-31).

5 mucronana 2023, Henins 22-ra nicas I stugecaruuui. onoc 5.
8:15 - 8:45 panky — Cnosigs.

9:00 panky — BoxxecrBenna Jlityprisi.

Jlo T'anariB ITocnanns Cesroro Anocrona Iasna Yurauus. (an. 6:11-18).
Bin JIyku Cesaroro €Banrenis Unranns (JIk. 16:19-31).

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 Holy Glorious Great-martyr Demetrius
Service at 9:00AM.

Cepena 8 aucronaga 2023, Bviu. lumutpis CoryHCEKOT0
Borocayxinus o 9:00 panky.

November 12, 2023 - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 6.

8:15 — 8:45 AM — Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians (Eph. 2:4-10).
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 8:26-39).

Memorial Service for all the Veterans

12 aucromana 2023, Hexinst 23-1s1 micas I’ sarupecsitaui. Logioc 6.
8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBins.

9:00 panky — BoxxecrBenna Jlityprisi.

Jlo Ecucsn Iocnanns Cesroro Anocrona ITasna Yuranns. (Ed 2:4-10).
Bin JIyku Cesroro €anrenis Ynrauns (JIk. 8:26-39).

3aynoxkiiina Jlitis 3a Bcix Berepanis

November 19, 2023 - 24th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 7.

8:15 — 8:45 AM - Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians (Eph. 2:14-22).
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 8:41-56).

19 smcronana 2023, Henins 24-ta micas I srupecsaranui. Fomoc 7.
8:15 - 8:45 panky — Cnosigs.

9:00 panky — BoxkecrBenna Jlityprisi.

o Educsn Iocnanns Cestoro Anocrona [Tasna Yuranus. (Ed. 2:14-22).
Bin JIyku Cssaroro €Banremnis Ynranns (JIk. 8:41-56).

Tuesday, November 21, 2023 Synaxis of the Anchangel Michael and the
other Bodiless Powers
Service at 9:00AM.

BisTopok 21 sucronaga 2023, Codop Apxucrparura Muxaiia i inmmx
He6ecnux Cuu 0e3TijiecHUX
Borocayxinus o 9:00 panky.

November 26, 2023 - 25th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 8.

St. John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople

8:15 — 8:45 AM — Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians (Eph. 4:1-6).
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 10:25-37).

26 smcronana 2023, Heniss 25-ra micas I’ sruaecsitauni. Lostoc 8.
Csr. loana 310Toycroro, apxuen. KoHcTaHTHHONOICHKOTO

8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnioBinb.

9:00 panky — BoxxecTBenna Jlitypris.

o Educsu [Mocnauns Cesitoro Anocrona Ilasna Untanus. (Ed. 4:1-6).
Bin JIyku Cssroro €Banrenis Unranns (JIk. 10:25-37).

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER - My Church is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is. It will be friendly if T am. Its pews will be
filled, if I help fill them. It will do great work, if I work. It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver. It will bring other
people into its worship and fellowship, if I invite and bring them. It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church
with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these same things. Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicated myself to the
task of being all the things that I want my church to be. AMEN.
Information -3aranbna Indopmauis
¢ The Divine Liturgy is served every Sunday at 9:00 AM. (The First Sunday of the month is in English and the rest of the Sundays are in both
languages English and Ukrainian or as need). Time for Holy Confession is available before Liturgy, please come.
«» For Baptisms, Weddings, Panakhyda or any other services, please arrange with Father Vasyl Dovgan.
« Pastoral Visitations of the Sick and Infirm: Please inform Father Vasyl if you or your family members are going into the hospital for any reason
or if they would like to receive spiritual guidance, support or a visit.
EMERGENCY CALLS - Please call Fr. Vasyl anytime! Thank you.
+ boxxectBenHa JliTypris ciyxutbes moHenin o 9:00 panky. Ceara Cnosins nepen Jlitypriero.
« [Ipo Xpemenns, Binuanns, [Tanaxumu uu inmni borocmyxiHas, Oyab Jacka, TOMOBTECS 3 HACTOATENEM oTiieM Bacuiem JloBranom.
¢ [TacTHpChKi BiABIIMHM HEQYKUX Ta HeMiyHUX: Bynb Jacka, moBigomrte otusi Bacmas, skmo Oyab-XTO 3 Bammx Apy3iB abo wWieHIB ciM'T
MOTPANMB 0 JIiKapHi 3 Oyab-IKuX NpUInH abo Oakae TyXOBHO 30araTUTHCS.
HEBIJKJIA/ITHI /I3BIHKU — Byns Jacka, 13BoHiTh oTeBi Bacuiio y Oynb-sikuii yac!

ANNOUNCEMENTS - OI'OJIOIIEHHSA

khkhhhk

Bring your children to Church today they will come tomorrow - the future of our church is in our children and grandchildren!

EE

» MEMORIAL BOOKS: Please submit (before Divine Liturgy) your memorial books (Hramatka) to Fr. Vasyl, if you wish to have your love
ones commemorated during the services!

» T'PAMATKA Byns nacka, naiite (nepen boxxectBentnoro Jlityprieto) Bamry rpamarky o. Bacwiio, siKio Bu Oaxkaete oM’ ssHyTH CBOIX PiJHUX y
Borocmyxinni!

» CHURCH SCHOOL: As Lord said. "Let the children come to me. Don't stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like
these children.” Please bring your kids to the church for religious classes. We will start religion school on last Saturday of October 28 at
9:15AM to 10:15AM. Step by step they learn more and more what is Orthodoxy and will become more familiar with Bible and we will prepare
kids for the first Holy Confession and Communion. PLEASE PARENTS BRING YOUR KIDS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
SPIRITUALITY. THANK YOU ALL.

» YPOKM PEJITIIi: Ckasas Tocnons. «Ilycrith aiTelt 10 MeHe, He 3ymuHsiite ix, 60 Takmx, sk ui ait, Llapcreo HeGecuew. Bymp nacka,
NPUBOJBTE CBOIX JITEH O IEPKBH Ha YPOKHU peirii. Mu po3nodyHeMo mKoiry penirii B 28 xoBTHA - cy6oTy 3 9:15 panky mo 10:15 panky. Kpok
3a KPOKOM BOHHM Bce Oinble i Oinbplie Ai3HAIOThes, o Take [IpaBocnas's i OynyTs Oinbine 3Haiiomutucs 3 bibmiero, a MH TOTyBaTHMe TiTOK 70
nepioi C. Criosizi Ta Ipuuacts. MPOINY BATHKIB IIPUBOAUTU CBOIiX AITOK JI3BHATUCS BLUIBIIE PO JYXOBHICTb.
JAKYIO BCIM.

» WEEKLY COLLECTION: We would like to thank everyone for continuing to send in your weekly contributions! Your generosity has been a
blessing to the parish and your continued assistance is crucial during this time! Please keep this in mind as you continue to give (or send) in your



weekly contributions. Your weekly envelopes or outright donations can be sent by: Mail: St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church 376 3rd
St. Troy, NY 12180. If you would like to make a donation online please go to stnicholasuoc.org/donations and choose - Aid for Ukraine or
General Fund. Thank you very much, Your assistance is needed and appreciated.

» THJKHEBHUI 3BIP: Illipo AsKyemo Bam, 3a Balr moxepTBH Ta (iHaHcoBy minTpumky! Bama meapicTe crama Ta KOKHOTO pasy CTae
OnarocioBeHHsAM s mapadii, i Bamia MmocTiiHa JomoMora € HaJa3BUYailHo BaxnuBow! bBynb nacka, mamsraiitTe sKmio BU Oakaere
MiATPUMATUMYBaTH 4YH IPOAOBXKYBAaTH CBOI LIOTIIKHEBI BHECKHM BH MA€eTe MOXJIMBICTH 3pOOMTH I1I¢ EJIEKTPOHHO abo0 BHCIATH.
IloxepTBH MOXXKHA HajicIaTH MOLITOIO 32 ajapecoro: YkpaiHcbka IlpaBociaBHa LlepkBa CBsitoro Mukogas 376 3rd St. Troy,
NY 12180. Barra gomomora nmotpioHa i IiHy€ThCSL.

» Jlenn BeTepanis B Oabani - Cy6ora, 11 mucronaaa 2023 - BYJIb JACKA NMPUXOJBTE - Higrpumaiire YKPAIHY B
Oun6ani, Helo-Mopk, Mu 3anpoiryeMo yKpaiHChKy poMajy Ta BCiX, XTO HmiaTpuMye YKpaiHy, MpHeIHATHCS 10 HAC HA Tapaji 10
[us BerepaniB B Onbani. Mu 3ycrpinemocst o 10:30 panky Ha niBHiuHil cToponi Central Ave i Ontario St. [Ipuxozabre Ta Bi3bMiTh
ydacTh, 00 SKoMora Oinblle yKpaiHIiB B3sUIM y4acTh, 10O BHUCIOBUTHU IOASKY 3a MATPUMKY, Ky Crnomydeni llltatu HangaioTs
Vkpaini. [lapan nounnaerscs 0. 11:00 rox panky Ha Bynuui OHTapio Ta LlentpansHoMy npocnekTi B OnbaHi (Mu OyaeMo CTOSTH B
4ep3i Aeck Ha 3axif Bin Byuii OHTapio, i MIaHyeMO TPUOYTH 3aBUACHO).

» Veterans Day Parade - Saturday, November 11, 2023 - PLEASE COME - Support UKRAINE at Albany, NY. We would like
as many of us and our children to march in this parade to show our thanks for all the support the United States provides for
Ukraine. We are inviting Ukrainian community and anyone supporting Ukraine to join us at the Albany Veterans Day parade. We
will meet at 10:30 am on the north side of Central Ave and Ontario St. Parade starts at 11am on Ontario St. and Central Ave in
Albany (we will be in the line up somewhere west of Ontario St and will need to arrive ahead of time).

» Holodomor - Sunday, November 12, 2023 - As a reminder, joint Memorial Litia for those that perished during the Holodomor
will take place at the Holodomor Monument at 1 Pulaski Street in Cohoes.

» T'osopomop Heninsa 12 naucromana 2023 - Haragaemo, 6ins [lam’sTHuka sxeprBam [onomomopy BinOyaeTbesl CHiIbHA MOMUHANBHA JITIA 3a
3arubnumu mia yac lonomomopy.

» Tuesday, November 28, 2023 - Beginning of Nativity - Philip’s Fast.

» BiBTopok 28 sucronaaa 2023 - [Touarox Pizaesauoro [Nocty - [TunumiBky. o

» ACT OF KINDNESS -Mark’s Angels Foundation is collecting new, unwrapped toys to bring to the children at Albany // v
Medical Center for Christmas. If you would like to participate, please drop off a toy in the gift-wrapped box in the church or (
give a monetary donation by December 17 to a Mark's Angels volunteer. We do this to remember our little friend, Mark Barabash, | *
who passed away at the age of three to cancer. As always, thank you for your support! marksangelsfoundation.com N\ ‘

» BUNHOK JOBPOTH - ®onpx “MapkiB AHren” 30upae HOBi, HEPO3TOPHYTI Irpalliky, 1100 NPUHECTH JITSAM B MEIUYHUI LIEHTP R
OnGani Ha Pi3nBo. SIkmo BM xodere B3ATH y4acTb, Oy[b J1acka, IPHHECITh irpamiKy 10 IEPKBH Ta HOKJIAAITH J0 IOAAPyHKOBOT
KOpOOKH a0 HagalTe TPOLIOBY IOKEePTBY 10 17 rpynHs BomoHTepaM (oHIy. Mu podumo 1ie, o0 maM’siTaTi Hallloro MaJIeHBKOTO JIpyra Mapka

bapa6arna, sikuii momep y Billi TphOX POKIB BiJ paky. Sk 3amkau, Askyo 3a miarpuMky! www.marksangelsfoundation.com

Yac Kasn - Coffee Hour
11.5.23 - Zina Smith 11.19.23 - Hayvanovych Tetyana & Vasyl
11.12.23 - Korhun Halya & Thor 11.26.23 - ALL TOGETHER

Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ. First of all from the bottom of my heart I would like to thank everyone who brought some goodies and

signed up already to bring something for coffee hour in 2023.

Coffee Hour is a time of fellowship after the church service has ended. It provides a welcoming place, following service every Sunday, to talk

with each other, with friends and kids have a chance to spend time together and everyone have time to talk with clergy as well and to meet/talk

to new people as well as relaxing with friends during coffee hour.

Our coffee hour hosts provide light refreshments, whatever they like. We always try to include some dessert, sweet treats so that all
parishioners, children can enjoy and everyone love desert. Church provide coffee, tea, and usually a cold drink or water is there as well.
We do have open Sundays. We are asking you all to step in and sign up for it. PLEASE take a Sunday or two and bring something to share with us
all at the same time. There will be a sign-up sheet downstairs in the coffee room — or you can email or call Halya Korhun to sign
up. halyal52@g.amil.com Cell: 518-526-3238.
We can do memorial service on the day you signed up if you wish. Thank you all, we do appreciate your kindness and generosity. May God Bless
you all generously with all His Blessings.

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED!

\ VETERANS
DAY

\
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%

Happy Birthday!!! - Bitaemo !!!

From the bottom of St. Nicholas parish family heart we wish dear: Andrew Loytra, John Holowko, Svitlana Kulyshchak, Michael Ryan a
Happy Birthday. As you celebrate please remember, God is near, He is there leading you into another year. God holds your future in His hands and
will always be your guide. May Jesus Christ continue to bless you abundantly and keep you safe in His loving care. On your birthday enjoy His
divine presence in your life. Have a Happy Birthday. Hexait ['ocmons GrarocioButs i mommie y Baml A€Hb HAPOPKEHHS MIIHUX CHII i JOOporo
30pOB’s, pagocTi Ay i yucToi Jr000Bi cepist, BipHOTO macTs 1 cBiToi Haxii. Hexaill aHrenm Bac oOepirae Ta gomomarae IOJaTH BCi JKUTTEBI
nepemKkoan. Xai MoCTIHHUE ycmixX, pagicTs i gocTatok CHILUIATHCS IO BaC, HEMOB BHITHEBUH IIBIT, Xaii )KUTTEBUI JTOCBI TBOPUTH 3 OyIHIB CBATA,
T'ocrions mapye noBrux-noBrux nit! boxoro Bam brarocnosennst Ha MHuorii Ta brarii Jlitra! Happy Birthday!!! Many Years!!!

If you would like a family member to be greeted at the end of the Liturgy on the occasion of a birthday or an anniversary, please let me know and 1
will gladly do. Thank you all. Fr Vasyl.

Happy Anniversary!!!
Jlopori: Bohdan and Maria Billyca - [Ilaciusi Ti, mo 3Ha0Th Bac, 60 BU Hopaere HOOpHHA XKUTTEBHH MPUKIA] XPUCTHIHCHKOI JIIOOOBI Ta
nikiyBanHs. Bu npukinan OmvkHiM nopasaiite, IIpoxozxsre 3 Biporo kuTTeBH IyTh bararcrtBa HesemHi 30upaiite, a Ti siki no Llapcta
Bboxoro BexyTs. Hexait BeeBnmniii Gmarocnosuts Bac Becima OGmaramu! May God continue to guide you and bless you in your marriage
journey. Under the guidance of Almighty, You will get things that you wished for. So that you get close to each other
And stay in love forever in time Happy Anniversary - Many Years!!!

PRAYER - MOJINTBA
We ask all of you to remember in your prayers the following individuals, who are in need of God's healing and grace: the sick, hospitalized,

and those in nursing homes or confined to their homes. Our best wishes for a speedy recovery and good health are extended to the following
individuals who are in need of God's healing and grace. O Holy Father, Heavenly Physician of our souls and bodies, who sent Your Only-begotten



http://stnicholasuoc.org/donations
http://www.marksangelsfoundation.com
http://www.marksangelsfoundation.com
mailto:halya152@g.amil.com
https://www.facebook.com/jholowko?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXpLHove_iALbCdAGNqbn1Ag8tjo-taP9tYTb2ht_U0VVTfeOSOyYbPT6PilVW1lXzam-pTo7uhmFqeCKW_SAEzH6qLHuHkRRtLhRwevTfnow&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y0.g-R

Son our Lord Jesus Christ to heal those in illness: visit and heal Your servants: Helen, Victor, Dobrodijka Liliya, Natalia, Sonya, Timothy, Mary-
Ann, Anthony, Tina, Mikola, Stella, Maksymko, Fr. Yurij, Maria, Michael and everyone who is serving in army (who is protecting our homeland
Ukraine) with their family’s and everyone who supporting people in need: granting them release from pain and restoration to health and vigor, that
they may give thanks unto You and bless Your Holy Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

¢ O IIpemunocepaunit boxe, Otue, Cuny i Cesruii lyme, B Hepo3ainbHii Tpoini To6i mokmonstorscst i TebGe cmaBmsats! 3misHbCS
MHJIOCTUBO Ha padiB (IM's) HemyXwux, BiAmycTH IM BCi MPOBUHU iX, MOJa iM 3UIJICHHS BiJl XBOPOOH, ITOBEPHH iM 3I0POB'S 1 CHIIN TiJIECHI, MOAal iM
JIOBre 1 MAaciHMBE JKUTTA, 3eMHI i nyxoBHiI TBoi Omara, mo0 BOHH Pa3oM 3 HaMH MPUHOCWIN MOASYHI MonauTBU ToOi, Beemenpomy Borosi i
TBopueBi HaIoMy. AMiHB.

If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to add them to the prayer list, please notify Fr. Vasyl. If you would like me to visit with
the Sacraments of the Holy Confession and Eucharist, please call me to set up an appointment. I will gladly visit everyone. In Christ Fr. Vasyl
Dovgan. Thank you.

“Archangel Michael”

What are the angels? The angels are created beings of pure spirit, possessing rational intelligence and free will. By God’s
R Grace, they are immortal. They are not little gods; as created beings we do not worship them. They cannot know future
rm@@@ events. They do not age or change. They can, w1th God’s permission, ta1.<e on a physwal form if needed, as when Michael
T ~ appeared to Joshua the son of Nun, when Gabriel appeared to Zacharias within the Holy of Holies, to the Most Holy

Mother of God at the Annunciation, or when Raphael travelled with Tobit.
Why did God create the angels? The whole purpose of the angels’ existence is two-fold, first, to praise and worship God, and to
serve as His messengers, and second to serve as our guardians and protectors. We join with the angels in praising and worshipping

God every Divine Liturgy as we sing “Holy, Holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth”, the heavenly hymn of praise revealed to the Prophet
Isaiah. The very word angel “angelos” in Greek means messenger, and throughout Scripture we see many instances of them
fulfilling this role. For this reason, in icons they are often portrayed wearing the regalia of the pages of the Imperial Court in
Constantinople.

Our Lord confirms the reality of personal guardian angels. Each of us is assigned a guardian angel through the prayers of
the Holy Mystery of Baptism, through the Fourth Prayer of Exorcism: Assign to him/her a radiant Angel to deliver him/her from
every plot directed against him/her by the Adversary, from encounter with evil, from the noon-day demon, and from evil dreams.We
pray to our guardian angels for their intercession and for guidance and protection, yet they cannot override our bad choices and
decisions. When our soul is parted from our body, our guardian angel will be there as our advocate, hopefully with the record of our
good deeds in our defense.

A common misconception we encounter through artistic license is that angels (certainly, aside from Michael, Gabriel and Raphael)
are female. The fact is, because angels are pure spirits, they transcend the limitation of gender, which is a symptom of our physical
existence. They are neither male nor female. Another common misconception we often encounter when we try to comfort someone
who is grieving the repose of a loved one is that “he (or she) is an angel now”. Fortunately, that is not the case. Our reposed loved
ones do not transform into something totally different; they remain who they have always been, retaining their personalities and
identities — in short they stay human. At the General Resurrection their souls will be reunited with their bodies. So the number of
angels is not added to each day, as new souls arrive, nor does God need to create new angels to be guardians for the newly-Baptized.

When did God create the angels? Based on a careful reading of Scripture, we can answer that as pure spirits, God created
them before He created anything physical, because physical existence, as something changeable, is inherently inferior — this is
alluded to in the Book of Job: “When the stars were made, all my angels praised me with a loud voice”, thus implying the angels
had already been created before the earliest stages of physical creation began.

Based on a work attributed to St. Dionysios the Areopagite, a disciple of the Holy Apostle Paul, the vast array of bodiless
heavenly beings is organized in three groups or choirs of three: the first consists of the Seraphim, Cherubim and Thrones, the second
consists of the Dominations Virtues and Powers, and the third consists of Principalities, Archangels and Angels. Yet we must fight
the human urge to therefore assume that there are class distinctions among the bodiless powers, or that some are somehow better
than others. There is no ambition for promotion or jealousy over assignment. This “Celestial Hierarchy”, as St. Dionysios’ book is
titled, is simply a means to explain that all angels have specific functions and roles, and their existence is ordered and serene.

The identity of the Archangel Michael as commander or leader of the Heavenly Hosts has its origin in the earliest religious
consciousness of the Hebrews. At the instant of creation, one angel, identified as Lucifer, now known as Satan, rejected his role — he
rebelled against God, and led others to rebel. Michael was the first to step forward in obedience to his God-created role, and lead the
remaining faithful angels in casting out the rebellious angels, who, through their own choice, became demons. God did not create
them for that purpose. As a result, Michael has always been recognized as the chief angel, and the upholder of Divine Order, and is
usually depicted in iconography wearing military armor. The Hebrews considered him their guardian.

When St Constantine the Great established the capital, with his dream of a new Christian civilization, at Constantinople, one

of the first churches erected was dedicated to St. Michael. Since the goal of the new Empire was to establish Divine Order on

earth, to build a society founded firmly on the Gospel, it was natural for St. Michael to be chosen as the patron of
Constantinople. Centuries later, when our ancestors accepted the Faith during the reign of St. Volodymyr the Great, it was

then absolutely logical for them to choose St. Michael as the patron of the city of Kyiv, since they saw themselves

continuing this holy mission. To this day, the heraldic symbol — the “coat of arms” — of Kyiv is the icon of St.

Michael. The second holiest shrine in Kyiv, after St. Sophia (actually, “Holy Wisdom”, again just like in %@m o
Constantinople) is St. Michael’s Golden-domed Cathedral. It was built in 1108, torn down by the Soviets in the ﬁéﬁj(@
1930’s, and rebuilt when Ukraine re-achieved independence — a powerful witness to the devotion among our :
people to St. Michael.
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