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By Your birth, You sanctified e vl e .

the Virgin’s womb, and You
blessed Simeon’s hands as was
meet, O Christ God;
by anticipation You have saved
us even now. Grant peace to
Your faithful people, and
strengthen the Hierarchs
You have loved,
O only Lover of mankind.
O Lord, glory to You!
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€0unuil YonosikontobHuUll.
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XPUCTOC XPEIIIAETHCA - B PIYLII TIOPZAH!

CHRIST IS BAPTIZED - IN THE RIVER JORDAN!

WELCOME All! Welcome to the God-Loving and God-Protected Parish of St. Nicholas! A Parish of the UOC of the USA and the Ecumenical
Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved parishioners who are participating in today's
Divine Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If you are with us for the first time, PLEASE introduce yourself to Father Vasyl — he is
looking forward to meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call Father with any questions and let him know what is going on in your life,
especially if you need spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find peace and comfort in St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church. You are very
welcome to come every Sunday, make yourself at home, and to become a part of our parish family. Through the intercession of Saint Nicholas we
hope and pray that our community might grow into a full fledged Parish in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. Through your prayers and
dedication of time, talents and donations, this can become a reality in all faith and love.

BITAEMO BCIX! JlackaBo npocumo 1o boromro6usoi ta borom 6epexenoi nmapadii cesiroro Muxonas! Hamra napadis € wactunoro YITI[ CIA
Bcenenceroro Ilarpiapxary. Illupo Ta 3 mo0oB’l0 BiTaeMo BCiX BiJBixyBadiB, IocTeil, IpHXOXaH Ta BiX mapadisH, ski OepyTb y4acTb y
CBOTOIHIIIHBOMY OorociyiHHI. Mu OnarocioBeHHI Bamow MpucyTHicTio! SIKIIO BU 3aBiTanu Boepiue, Oyab jacka, MpeAcTaBTe cede OTIHeBi
Bacwuiio, BiH Oyne nyxe paguil 3yctpithcs 3 Bamu! Takoxk, SKIIO y Bac € 3alMTaHHsS JO CBSIICHHUKA, IOTPIOHO MOTOBOPHUTH abo morpedyere
JyXOBHHX HAaCTaHOB, MOXKETE BUIGHO J[3BOHHUTH 10 0. Bacuist abo mucaty Ha eleKTpOHHY MOINTY Ha BUINE BKa3aHy ajpecy Ha HOMep TelnedoHy.
CrozniBaemMocsi, BH 3MOXeTe BindyTH cebe KoMpOpTHO Ta B MUpi pW Hawliii rpomani-nmapadii. Byas nacka, IpuxoapTe MOIUTHCS 3 HAMH IIOHE1T],
MovyBaiTecs, sIK BAOMa Ta CTaBaiiTe YacTHHOIO Hamroi mapadisuibHol pomuHu. Yepes 3acTymHUITBO CB. MUKOIasi, MU HalieMOCS Ta MOJIMMOCS,
mo0 Hama rpoMaja JIHIIe 3pocTana, Oymydu MOBHOILIHHOIO mapadicio Ykpaincekoi [IpaBocnasnoi Llepksu CIIA. Ile MOIMBO JIHIIE 3aBASKA
BaIllM MOJIMTBAaM, BIIaHICTIO, BIIAHOCTI Yacy, TalaHTaM Ta IIeAPUM OKEepTBaM B JIO00BI Ta Bipi.
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE — PO3KJIAJI BOT'OCJIYXIHb

February 6, 2022 - 33rd Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 8. 6 arotoro 2022 - Hexins 33-ta micas Isrunecarauni. Fotoc 8.
8:15 — 8:45 AM — Confessions. 8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBiasb.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy. 9:00 panky — BoxkecrBenna Jlitypris.

The Reading is from First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the ITepme IMocnanns no Tumodes Cesaroro Anocrona [lasna Yuranus.
Timothy (1Tim. 4:9-15). (1Tum 4:9-15).

The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 19:1-10). Bin Jlyku Cesatoro €sanrenis Ynranns (JIx 19:1-10).

February 13, 2022 - Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee. Tone 1. 13 mrororo 2022 - Henisis mpo mutaps ta ¢apucest. ['omnoc 1.
9:15 — 9:45 AM - Confessions. 8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBinb.

10:00 AM — The Divine Liturgy. 9:00 panky — Boxkecrsenna Jlityprist.

The Reading is from Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Hpyre Iocnaunst 1o Tumodes Cesroro Arnocrona Ilasna Yuranss.
Timothy. (2 Tim. 3:10-15). (2 Tuam. 3:10-15).

The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 18:10-14). Bin Bix JIyku Csatoro €sanrenis Ynranns (JIk. 18:10-14).
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 - THE MEETING OF OUR LORD BiBropok 15 mwroroe 2022 - CTPITEHS T'OCIIO/JIA BOTA 1
GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST. CITACA HAIIIOT'O ICYCA XPHUCTA.

9:00 AM - Service. 9:00 - panky Borocay:kinns.

February 20, 2022 - Sunday of Prodigal Son. Tone 2. 20 arotoro 2022 - Heainst npo 6syaHoro cuna. I'osoc 2.

8:15 — 8:45 AM - Confessions. 8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBinb.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy. 9:00 panky — BoxkecrBenna Jlitypris.

The Reading is from 1st Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Iepme [Mocnanas no Kopuntsa Cearoro Anocrona [1aBna YuranHs.
Corinthians (1 Cor. 6:12-20). (1 Kop. 6:12-20).

The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 15:11-32). Bin JIykn Csaroro €sanrenist Yuranas (JIk. 15:11-32).

February 27, 2022 - Meatfare Sunday, of the Last Judgment. 27 motoro 2022 Henins M’siconycHa, npo CtpamHuii cya.

Tone 3. T'ogtoc 3.

8:15 — 8:45 AM - Confessions. 8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBiab.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy. 9:00 panky — BoxecrBenna Jlitypris.

The Reading is from 1st Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the ITepue [Tocnanns no Kopuntsn Cesitoro Anocrona [Tasna Ynuranus.
Corinthians (1 Cor. 8:8-9:2). (1 Kop 8:8-9:2).

The Holy Gospel According to to St. Matthew (Mt. 25:31-46). Bix Marsis Cesatoro €sanrenis Yntanus (MT. 25:31-46).

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER - My Church is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is. It will be friendly if I am. Its pews will be
filled, if I help fill them. It will do great work, if I work. It will make generous gifts to many causes, if [ am a generous giver. It will bring other
people into its worship and fellowship, if I invite and bring them. It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church
with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these same things. Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicated myself to the
task of being all the things that I want my church to be. AMEN.
Information -3aranbna Indopmauis
¢ The Divine Liturgy is served every Sunday at 9:00 AM. (The First Sunday of the month is in English and the rest of the Sundays are in both
languages English and Ukrainian or as need). Time for Holy Confession is available before Liturgy, please come.
* For Baptisms, Weddings, Panakhyda or any other services, please arrange with Father Vasyl Dovgan.
« Pastoral Visitations of the Sick and Infirm: Please inform Father Vasyl if you or your family members are going into the hospital for any reason
or if they would like to receive spiritual guidance, support or a visit.
EMERGENCY CALLS — Please call Fr. Vasyl anytime! Thank you.
«» BoxxectBenHa JliTypris cinyxutbes monenini o 9:00 panky. Cesra CrioBinp nepen Jlityprieto.
« [Ipo Xpemenns, Binuanns, [Tanaxumu uu inun borociryxinas, Oyap Jacka, TOMOBTECS 3 HacCTosTeNeM oTieM Bacuiiem JloBranom.
¢ [lacTipchKi BiABIAMHM HEOY)KMX Ta HeMidHUX: Bynb Jacka, moBigomrte otusi Bacmas, skmo Oyap-XTo 3 Bammx Apy3iB abo wieHiB ciM'i
HOTPAMMB JI0 JIiKapHi 3 Oyb-sIKUX NPUYHH a00 GaXkae TyXOBHO 30araTHTHCS.
HEBIJIKJIA/IHI /I3BIHKH — Byap n1acka, A3BOHITH oTHeBi Bacuiio y 6ynb-sakuii yac!

ANNOUNCEMENTS - OI'OJIOINEHHA
Tekedkedkk
Bring your children to Church today they will come tomorrow - the future of our church is in our children and grandchildren!

IIpuBeninb cBoix aireii 10 Xpamy bo:koro cboroaHi i BOHU NOBepHYThLCS 3aBTPa - HAIlIi AiTH Ta OHYKH - BOHH € Maii0yTHe Hamoi napadii!
Tdkkhdw

ones commemorated during the services!

» NPAMATKA Byns nacka, naiite (mepen boxxectBenHoro JliTyprieto) Bamry rpamarky 0. Bacuiiro, Ko Bu GaykaeTe IOM SIHYTH CBOIX PiJHUX
y Borocmyxini!

» CHURCH SCHOOL: As Lord said. "Let the children come to me. Don't stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like
these children.” Please bring your kids to the church for religious classes. We will start religion school on first Saturday of October at
9:15AM to 10:15AM. Step by step they learn more and more what is Orthodoxy and will become more familiar with Bible and we will
prepare kids for the first Holy Confession and Communion. PLEASE PARENTS BRING YOUR KIDS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
SPIRITUALITY. THANK YOU ALL.

» WEEKLY COLLECTION: We would like to thank everyone for continuing to send in your weekly contributions for the past few months!
Your generosity has been a blessing to the parish and your continued assistance is crucial during this time! As you all know how difficult it is
during COVID-19 pandemic. Please keep this in mind as you continue to send in your weekly contributions. Your assistance is needed and

» MEMORIAL BOOKS: Please submit (before Divine Liturgy) your memorial books (Hramatka) to Fr. Vasyl, if you wish to have your love l

&



N

&

appreciated. Your weekly envelopes or outright donations can be sent by: Mail: St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church 376 3rd St. Troy, NY
12180.

» FEBRUARY 6, 2022 - Parish Board is going to have a meeting. If any of you have some questions or comments please come for a meeting or
send an email on : fr.vasyldovgan@gmail.com

» 6 motoro 2022 - BinOyxyTecst 3060pu napadisiibHOT ynpaBu. SIKIIO y Bac € 3alUTaHHs, 3ayBa)KEHHs YU MPOIO3HILiT, Oy1b Jacka, MpUXoAbTe abo
3BepraiiTecs 10 OyJb-KOTo i3 WieHIB napadisuibHOI ypaBy 3a eIeKTpOHHOI0 nomToro: fr.vasyldovgan@gmail.com

» MARCH 6 2022 - Annual Parish Meeting.

» 6 6epe3ns 2022 - 3aransHonapadisibHi 300pH.

» House Blessing - Please participate in this, open the door of your home for a blessing and prayer. "According to your faith let it be done to
you". Matthew 9:29. This is an unique element of our Orthodox Church life that allows us to physically and spiritually renew our homes as
places dedicated to and protected by the Lord. It is an opportunity to extend the baptismal cleansing of the Jordan waters to the center of our
lives as Christian families. The Lord knocks at your door and seeks to enter to be with you in this special way. Will you welcome Him, or tell
Him He is unwanted ? Consider this in the coming week before the time of house blessing begins. Dear parishioners, I encourage you all to sign
up for the Blessing of your home after the Theophany. Please let me know when you're available so we can schedule this visit. Please don't
hesitate to email or call me (908) 247-1800 if you have any questions. Thank you!

» baarocioBenns JJomiBok - [lopori mapadisiau, koxkeH i3 Hac moTpeOye GmarociaoBeHHs i Muocepas BeeBummnporo. OTke NpHHMITH y4acTh Ta
BiJIKpUIiTE JBEpi CBOTO JOMY Ui ONAaroCIOBEHHS Ta MOJHUTBH Baiioi oceni (momy). ""Hexait no 6ipi éawi cmanemoca Bam” (Matdis 9:29).
BrnarocnoBeHHs1 JIoMIiBOK - 1€ € JaBHIM eJIeMEHTOM XUTTs Haiioi ITpaBociaBHOi L{epkBy, 10 O3BOJISIE HAM BiJJHOBHTH JyXOBHO Ta (i3H4HO
HauI JOMIBKH SIK MiCIs MpHCBsiueHi Ta 3axuiieHi borom. Lle MOXIHBICTS U KOXHOTO 3 HAC TIOMIMPHTH OYMIICHHS MOpIaHCHKUX BOJ B HAIIiH
XpucTusHcbKil poxuni. Tocmoms cTykae B Bamii gBepi, 106 yBiliTH i mepeGyBaT 3 BaMu B Ieif ocobmusHit croci6. Yn po3somute Bi Momy
BBiliTH, 4M cKaxuTe, 1m0 BiH HeOakanmil ricte? Posmymaiite Hajg muM, mepen TUM, SK PO3MOYHETHCS ONArociIoBeHHs IOMiBOK. Jlopori
napadisau 3axmukaro Beix Bac 3anmcarncs s BrarocioBenHs Bammx 1oMiBok micist cesita borosinenns (Mopmany). Byas macka, mosigomre
MEHE B SIKMii KOHKPETHO yac BaM Oyze 3py4Ho. He copomrecs Hamucaru abo 3arenedonysara 10 MeHe (908) 247-1800 sikmio y Bac € Oyab-sKi
3anuTaHHS 9M OTPiOHO Oyne mock 3MinuTy. [l{upo askyro!

“Yac Kasu - Coffee hour”
2.06.22 - Anna Pepe 2.20.22 - Deacon Volodymyr/Valentyna Pichkurov
2.13.22 - UOL Souper Bowl Sunday 2.26.21 - ALL TOGETHER - Bring whatever your soul desires

Dear Brothers and sister in Christ. First of all from the bottom of my heart I would like to thank everyone who brought some goodies and signed

up already to bring something for coffee hour.

Coffee Hour is a time of fellowship after the church service has ended. It provides a welcoming place, following service every Sunday, to talk with

each other, with friends and kids have a chance to spend time together and everyone have time to talk with clergy as well and to meet/talk to new

people as well as relaxing with friends during coffee hour.

Our coffee hour hosts provide light refreshments, whatever they like. We always try to include some dessert, sweet treats so that all parishioners,

children can enjoy and everyone love desert. Church provide coffee, tea, and usually a cold drink or water is there as well.

We do have open Sundays. We are asking you all to step in and sign up for it. PLEASE take a Sunday or two and bring something to share with us

all at the same time. There will be a sign-up sheet downstairs in the coffee room — or you can email or call Halya Korhun to sign

up. Halyal52@nycap.rr.com Cell: 518-526-3238.

We can do memorial service on the day you signed up if you wish. Thank you all, we do appreciate your kindness and generosity. May God Bless

you all generously with all His Blessings.

Happy Birthday!!! - Bitaemo !!!
From the bottom of St. Nicholas parish family heart we wish dear: Christopher and Ashley Taylor, Borys Matviyiv, Peter Kowalchuk, Natalie
Semczuk, Gail Ann Nizinkirck a Happy Birthday. As you celebrate please remember, God is near, He is there leading you into another year. God
holds your future in His hands and will always be your guide. May Jesus Christ continue to bless you abundantly and keep you safe in His loving
care. On your birthday enjoy His divine presence in your life. Have a Happy Birthday. Hexaii T'ocrionp OmarocioBuTh i moiuie y Ball J€Hb
HApOKEHHS MIITHAX CHJI 1 JOOPOTO 3M0POB’ s, paloCTi Ayl 1 9ucToi JIF0OOBI cepIld, BipHOTO IIAcTs i cBiTioi Hamii. Hexaii anren Bac obepirae Ta
JIOTIOMArae JIOoJaTH BCl KUTTEBI MEpeKoan. Xal MOCTiHHUHI ycmiX, pagicTs 1 JocTatok CHILIATECSA IO Bac, HEMOB BUIIIHEBHH LBIT, Xail KUTTEBUI
JOCBi/l TBOPUTH 3 OynHIB cBsita, [ocrons mapye noBrux-noBrux Jit! boxxoro Bam Bnarocnosenns na Muorii ta brarii Jlita! Happy Birthday!!!
Many Years!!!
If you would like a family member to be greeted at the end of the Liturgy on the occasion of a birthday or an anniversary, please let me know and 1
will gladly do. Thank you all. Fr Vasyl.

PRAYER - MOJIUTBA

We ask all of you to remember in your prayers the following individuals, who are in need of God's healing and grace: the sick, hospitalized,
and those in nursing homes or confined to their homes. Our best wishes for a speedy recovery and good health are extended to the following
individuals who are in need of God's healing and grace. O Holy Father, Heavenly Physician of our souls and bodies, who sent Your Only-begotten
Son our Lord Jesus Christ to heal those in illness: visit and heal Your servants: Robert, Nastya, Janette, Timothy, Mary-Ann, Payton, Anthony,
Tina, Mikola, Stella, Maksymko, Fr. Yurij, Maria, Fr. Jakiw, Volodymyr, Alexandr, Vincent, Michael all doctors and nurses and everyone who was
infected by COVID-19: granting them release from pain and restoration to health and vigor, that they may give thanks unto You and bless Your
Holy Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O Ilpemunocepauuit boxe, Otue, Cuny i Cearuii [yme, B Hepo3ainbHill Tpoiini To6i moxmonstoThes 1 Tebe cnaBnsaTs! 3mIsHBCS
MHJIOCTHBO Ha pabiB (IM's) HeqyKuX, BIAIIYCTH M BCi IPOBHMHM iX, MoAai iM 31iNEHHS BiJl XBOPOOH, TOBEPHHM IM 30pOB'S i CHIIN TLIECHI, ozait iM
JIOBTe 1 IIaciHBe >KUTTS, 3eMHI i nyxoBHi TBoi Omara, mo0 BOHH pa3oM 3 HaMH NPUHOCHIHN MOAs4HI MonuTBH ToOi, Bcemenpomy borosi i
TBoprieBi HamoMy. AMiHb.

If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to add them to the prayer list, please notify Fr. Vasyl. If you would like me to visit with
the Sacraments of the Holy Confession and Eucharist, please call me to set up an appointment. 1 will gladly visit everyone. In Christ Fr. Vasyl
Dovgan. Thank you.

“The Meeting of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the Temple”
The Meeting of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is described in the third Gospel (Luke 2:22-40). Forty days after His birth the Divine Child
was brought to the Temple at Jerusalem to be presented to the Lord. According to the Law of Moses (Lev. 12:2-8), a woman who gave birth to a
male child was forbidden to enter the Temple for forty days. At the end of the time of her purification, the mother went to the Temple with the


mailto:fr.vasyldovgan@gmail.com
mailto:Halya152@nycap.rr.com

child, to offer a young lamb, two turtledoves, or pigeons to the Lord as a sacrifice. The Most Holy Virgin had no need of purification, since she had
given birth to the Source of purity and sanctity. Out of humility, however, she fulfilled the requirements of the Law.

At this time the righteous Elder Simeon (February 3) was living in Jerusalem. It had been revealed to him that he would not die until he beheld the
promised Messiah. By divine inspiration, Saint Simeon went to the Temple at the very moment when the Most Holy Theotokos and Saint Joseph
had brought the Child Jesus to fulfill the Law.

Saint Simeon received the divine Child in his arms,]1 and giving thanks to God, he spoke the words repeated by the Church each evening at
Vespers: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). Saint Simeon said to the
Most Holy Virgin: “Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against. Yea, a
sword shall pierce through your own soul also, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35).

At the Temple was an 84-year-old widow, Saint Anna the Prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel (February 3), “who did not leave the temple, but
served God with fasting and prayers night and day." She arrived just when Saint Simeon met the Divine Child. She also gave thanks to the Lord
and spoke of Him to all those who were looking for redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). In the icon of the Feast she holds a scroll which reads:
“This Child has established Heaven and earth.”

Before Christ was born, the righteous men and women lived by faith in the promised Messiah, and awaited His coming. The Righteous Simeon and
the Prophetess Anna, the last righteous persons of the Old Testament, were deemed worthy to meet Him in the Temple.

The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among the most ancient feasts of the Christian Church. We have sermons by the holy bishops Methodios of
Patara (+ 312), Cyril of Jerusalem (+ 360), Gregory the Theologian (+ 389), and others... Church hymnographers have adorned this Feast with
their hymns: Saint Andrew of Crete in the VII century; Saint Cosmas Bishop of Maium, Saint John of Damascus, and Saint Germanus Patriarch of
Constantinople in the VIII century; and Saint Joseph, Archbishop of Thessaloniki in the IX century.

Dimensions of Worship

O Come, let us Worship and bow down before our King and God.

O Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ, our King and God.

O Come, let us worship and bow down to Christ Himself, our King and God.

Worship is an experience which involved the entire Church. When each of us comes together for Worship, we do so as members of a Church which
transcends the boundaries of society, of time and of space. Although we gather at a particular moment and at a particular place, our actions reach
beyond the parish, into the very Kingdom of God. We worship in the company of both the living and the departed faithful.

There are two dimensions to Orthodox Worship which are reflected throughout the many Services of the Church. First, Worship is a manifestation
of God's presence and action in the midst of His people. It is God who gathers His scattered people together, and it is He who reveals Himself as
we enter into His presence. The Worship of the Orthodox Church very vividly expresses the truth that God dwells among His people and that we
are created to share in His life.

Second, Worship is our corporate response of thanksgiving to the presence of God and a remembrance of His saving actions - especially the Life,
Death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Orthodox Worship is centered upon God. He has acted in history, and He continues to act through the Holy
Spirit. We are mindful of His actions and we respond to His love with praise and thanksgiving. In so doing we come closer to God.

Expressions of Worship

Worship in the Orthodox Church is expressed in four principal ways:

. The Eucharist, which is the most important worship experience of Orthodoxy. Eucharist means thanksgiving and is known in the
Orthodox Church as the Divine Liturgy.

. The Sacraments, which affirm God's presence and action in the important events of our Christian lives. All the major Sacraments are
closely related to the Eucharist. These are: Baptism, Chrismation, Confession, Marriage, Holy Orders, and Anointing of the sick.

. Special Services and Blessings, which also affirm God's presence and action in all the events, needs and tasks of our life.

. The Daily Offices, which are the services of public prayer which occur throughout the day. The most important are Matins, which is the

morning prayer of the Church, and Vespers, which is the evening prayer of the Church.

The Great Blessing of Water - Epiphany, one of the oldest and most important Feast days of the Orthodox Church, commemorates the
manifestation of the Holy Trinity which took place at the Baptism of Christ in the Jordan River. Recognizing rich meaning in this event, Orthodoxy
believes that when Christ was baptized, it not only marked the beginning of its public ministry and revealed the Trinity, but also signified that the
entire creation is destined to share in the glory of redemption in Christ. While Christ entered into the Jordan to be baptized, two things were
happening: He was identifying Himself with the people He had come to save; and, He was identifying Himself with the whole of Creation which
was represented by water. Through His baptism, the Lord revealed the value of the created world and He redirected it toward its Creator. Creation
is good and it belongs to God. The Great Blessing of Water is held on the eve of the Feast of the Epiphany and on the day itself, following the
Divine Liturgy. The Blessing not only remembers the event of Our Lord's baptism and the revelation of the Holy Trinity but also expresses
Orthodoxy's belief that creation is sanctified through Christ. The Blessing affirms that humanity and the created world, of which we are a part,
were created to be filled with the sanctifying presence of God. After the solemn blessing, the Holy Water is distributed to the faithful and is used to
bless homes during the Epiphany season. When the faithful drink the "Epiphany Water," we are reminded of our own baptism. When the Church
blesses an individual, or object, or event with the water, we are affirming that those baptized, their surroundings, and their responsibilities are
sanctified through Christ and brought into the Kingdom of the Father through the Spirit.

Memorial Service - Death alters but does not destroy the bond of love and faith which exists among all the members of the Church. Orthodoxy
believes that through our prayers, those "who have fallen asleep in the faith and the hope of the Resurrection" continue to have opportunity to grow
closer to God. Therefore, the Church prays constantly for her members who have died in Christ. We place our trust in the love of God and the
power of mutual love and forgiveness. We pray that God will forgive the sins of the faithful departed, and that He will receive them into the
company of Saints in the heavenly Kingdom. The Orthodox Church remembers the departed in the prayers of every Divine Liturgy. Besides this,
there is a Memorial Service in which the Church also remembers the dead. According to tradition, the Memorial Service is offered on the third,
ninth, and fortieth day after a death, as well as on the yearly anniversary of the death. In addition to these times, the Memorial Service is always
offered for all the faithful departed on four "Saturdays of the souls." These are: the two Saturdays preceding Great Lent; the first Saturday of Great
Lent; and, the Saturday before Pentecost. In the United States the Service is also offered on Memorial Day. When the Memorial Service is offered,
it is customary for the family of the deceased to bring a dish of boiled wheat to the Church. The boiled wheat is placed on a table in the center of
the nave during the Service. The wheat, known as kollyva, is a symbol of the Resurrection. When speaking of the Resurrection, our Lord said:
"Unless the grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone, but if it dies it bears much fruit." (John 12:24)
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