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       www.stnicholasuoc.org                                                           
         376 Third St, Troy, NY. 12180;  

            Church Office (518) 274-5482; 
Church Email:troy@stnicholasuoc.org 

!emetery: 64 Vandenburg Ave, Troy, NY 12180; 

СЛАВА ІСУСУ ХРИСТУ - СЛАВА НА ВІКИ!  
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST - GLORY FOREVER!  

WELCOME  All! Welcome to the God-Loving and God-Protected Parish of St. Nicholas! A Parish of the UOC of the USA and the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved parishioners who are participating in today's 
Divine Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If you are with us for the first time, PLEASE introduce yourself to Father Vasyl Ð he is 
looking forward to meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call Father with any questions and let him know what is going on in your life, 
especially if you need spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find peace and comfort in St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church. You are very 
welcome to come every Sunday, make yourself at home, and to become a part of our parish family. Through the intercession of Saint Nicholas we 
hope and pray that our community might grow into a full fledged Parish in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. Through your prayers and 
dedication of time, talents and donations, this can become a reality in all faith and love. 
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Archpastor - His Eminence Metropolitan Antony  
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 Priest: Fr. Vasyl Dovgan   
B&0<*,<"+1: *<"C1 5&0)+1 D*%E&/  

Fr.VasylDovgan@gmail.com   
Cell: (908) 247-1800 

Правилам віри й образом 

лагідності, стриманості 

вчителем явив тебе стаду 

твоєму Той, хто є істиною всіх 

речей. Ради цього придбав ти 

смиренням величність, 

убогістю багатство, отче 

священноначальнику 

Миколаю. Моли Христа Бога, 

щоб спастися душам нашим.

You have shown yourself  

to your flock as a rule, and 

image of meekness and a 

teacher of abstinence. In this 

way, Father Nicholas, have you 

come through humility to 

greatness and through  

poverty to richness.  

Pray to Christ Our God  

to save our souls.

http://www.stnicholasuoc.org/
mailto:Fr.VasylDovgan@gmail.com


LITURGICAL SCHEDULE — F9GHI4D J9K9'I-L6BM  
Saturday, December 4, 2021 - THE ENTRY OF THE HOLY 
THOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE. 
8:15 – 8:45 AM – Confessions. 
9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy. 

'NON<& 4-E* E#N;/, 2021 - 55PDPBBQ 5 :F4( 2FP'5Q79R 
5I4D4ST!6 B439R J9K9F9DT!6 (4F6R.  
8:15 – 8:45 #&/$N – '=*%?;1.  
9:00 #&/$N – J*U"0<%"//& I?<N#E?,. 

ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ 
December 5, 2021 - 24th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 7.   
8:15 – 8:45 AM – Confessions. 
9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy. 
The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians (Eph. 
2:14-22).  
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 12:16-21). 
Memorial Service for: Olga Tychona and family. 

5 E#N;/, 2021, B";?+, 24-<& =?0+, 2’,<);"0,</)C?. K*+*0 7. 
8:15 – 8:45 #&/$N – '=*%?;1.   
9:00 #&/$N – J*U"0<%"//& I?<N#E?,.  
P' Q7*$96 @'$/#669  !&93'.' C('$3'/# @#&/# O*3#669. (Q7. 
2:14-22).  
D8, "G%* !&93'.' R&#6.4/89 O*3#669 ("%. 12:16-21).  

ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ  
December 12, 2021 - 25th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 8. 
8:15 – 8:45 AM – Confessions. 
9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy. 
The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians (Eph. 
4:1-6).  
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 13:10-17). 

12 E#N;/, 2021 B";?+, 25-<& =?0+, 2’,<);"0,</)C? K*+*0 8. 
8:15 – 8:45 #&/$N – '=*%?;1.   
9:00 #&/$N – J*U"0<%"//& I?<N#E?,.  
P' Q7*$96 @'$/#669  !&93'.' C('$3'/# @#&/# O*3#669. (Q7. 
4:1-6).  
D8, "G%* !&93'.' R&#6.4/89 O*3#669 ("%. 13:10-17).  

ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ 
December 19, 2021 - 26th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 1. 
ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER, ARCHBISHOP OF 
MYRA IN LYCIA. 
9:15 – 9:45 AM – Confessions. 
10:00 AM – The Divine Liturgy.  
The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians (Eph 
5:8-19).  
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 17:12-19).

19 E#N;/, 2021- B";?+, 26-<& =?0+, 2’,<);"0,</)C?. K*+*0 1. 
'5Q7T7PIQ (TH9IT 4F:682T'H924 (6F 
I6H6V'MH9K9 S-D9759F!Q.  
9:15 – 9:45 #&/$N – '=*%?;1. 
10:00 #&/$N – J*U"0<%"//& I?<N#E?,. 
P' Q7*$96 @'$/#669  !&93'.' C('$3'/# @#&/# O*3#669. (Q7. 
5:8-19).  
D8, "G%* !&93'.' R&#6.4/89 O*3#669 ("% 17:12-19). 

ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ   
December 26, 2021 - 27th Sunday after Pentecost.  Tone 2.  
8:15 – 8:45 AM – Confessions. 
9:00 AM – The Divine Liturgy.  
The Reading is from Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 
Corinthians ( Cor. 3:4-11).  
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (Lk. 14:16-24). 

26 E#N;/, 2021 - B";?+, 27-W& =?0+, 2’,<);"0,</)C?.  K*+*0 2. 
8:15 – 8:45 #&/$N – '=*%?;1. 
9:00 #&/$N – J*U"0<%"//& I?<N#E?,. 
P' S')*6396 !&93'.' C('$3'/# @#&/# O*3#669.  
( S'). 3:4-11).  
D8, "G%* !&93'.' R&#6.4/89 O*3#669 ("%. 14:16-24). 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
- STEWARDSHIP PRAYER   - My Church is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is. It will be friendly if I am. Its pews will be 
filled, if I help fill them. It will do great work, if I work. It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver. It will bring other 
people into its worship and fellowship, if I invite and bring them. It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church 
with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these same things. Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicated myself to the 
task of being all the things that I want my church to be. AMEN. 

Information -G&E&+1/& 6/X*#W&C?,  
! The Divine Liturgy is served every Sunday at 9:00 AM. (The First Sunday of the month is in English and the rest of the Sundays are in both  

languages English and Ukrainian or as need). Time for Holy Confession is available before Liturgy, please come.  
! For Baptisms, Weddings, Panakhyda or any other services, please arrange with Father Vasyl Dovgan.  
! Pastoral Visitations of the Sick and Infirm: Please inform Father Vasyl if you or your family members are going into the hospital for any reason 

or if they would like to receive spiritual guidance, support or a visit. 
ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ EMERGENCY CALLS – Please call Fr. Vasyl anytime! Thank you. ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ 

! -'54$3&466# "83G).89 $/G5*3E$9 L'64,8/8 ' 9:00 )#6%G. !&93# !('&8,E (4)4, "83G).8=0.   
! @)' T)4L4669, D86>#669, @#6#F*,* >* 86<8 -'.'$/G58669, 1G,E /#$%#, ,'+'&3e$9 I 6#$3'934/4+ '3M4+ D#$*/4+ P'&.#6o+.  
! @#$3*)$E%i &8,&8,*6* 64,G5*F 3# 64+8>6*F: JN;1 +&0$&, =*%?;*W<" *<C, 5&0)+,, 9%L' 1G,E-F3' I &#<*F ,)GI8& #1' >/468& $8+'2 

('3)#(*& ,' /8%#)68 I 1G,E-9%*F ()*>*6 #1' 1#5#= ,GF'&6' I1#.#3*3*$9.  
ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ BP56DHI4DB6 DG56BHT  – JN;1 +&0$&, ;Y%*/?<1 *<C"%? 5&0)+Z N ON;1-,$)A [&0! ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – 9K9I93PBBQ 
******* 

Bring your children to Church today they will come tomorrow - the future of our church is in our children and grandchildren!   
2#)%";?;1 0%*.\ ;?<"A ;* :#&WN J*U*E* 01*E*;/? ? %*/) =*%"#/N<10, Y&%<#& - /&@? ;?<) <& */N$) - C] W&AON</] /&@*. =&#&X?.! 

******* 
‣ MEMORIAL BOOKS: Please submit (before Divine Liturgy) your memorial books (Hramatka) to Fr. Vasyl, if you wish to have your love 

ones commemorated during the services!   
‣ ! "#$#%&#  -G,E /#$%#, ,#J34 ((4)4, -'54$3&466'0 "83G).8=0) &#<G .)#+#3%G '. D#$*/0, 9%L' &* 1#5#=34 ('+Õ96G3* $&'2F )8,6*F 

G -'.'$/G58668!  
‣  CHURCH SCHOOL: As Lord said. "Let the children come to me. Don't stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are 

like these children.Ó Please bring your kids to the church for religious classes. We will start religion school on first Saturday of October at 
9:15AM to 10:15AM. Step by step they learn more and more what is Orthodoxy and will become more familiar with Bible and we will prepare 
kids for the first Holy Confession and Communion. PLEASE PARENTS BRING YOUR KIDS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
SPIRITUALITY. THANK YOU ALL.  



‣ WEEKLY COLLECTION: We would like to thank everyone for continuing to send in your weekly contributions for the past few months! 
Your generosity has been a blessing to the parish and your continued assistance is crucial during this time! As you all know how difficult it is 
during COVID-19 pandemic. Please keep this in mind as you continue to send in your weekly contributions. Your assistance is needed and 
appreciated.  Your weekly envelopes or outright donations can be sent by: Mail: St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church 376 3rd St. Troy, NY 
12180.  

‣ DECEMBER 12, 2021 - Parish Board is going to have a meeting. If any of you have some questions or comments please come for a meeting or 
send an email on : fr.vasyldovgan@gmail.com

‣ 12 E#N;/, 2021  - D8,1G,G3E$9 I1')* (#)#789/E6'2 G()#&*. K%L' G &#$ = I#(*3#669, I#G&#54669 >* ()'('I*M82, 1G,E /#$%#,  ()*F',E34 #1' 
I&4)3#J34$9 ,' 1G,E-%'.' 8I >/468& (#)#789/E6'2 G()#&* I# 4/4%3)'66'0 ('<3'0: fr.vasyldovgan@gmail.com  

‣ CHRISTMAS DECORATION - We are asking for volunteers to come and help to decorate Church for Christmas on Saturday, December 11 at 
10:00am. We hope for your participation, thank you. !  

‣  DPH9F4!6Q :F4(-  - -G,E-/#$%# ()*J,83E 3# ,'('+'583E ()*%)#$*3* T)#+ -'5*J, L'1 (8,.'3'&*3* ,' (#)#789/E6'.' $&93# 3# ,' 
U8I,&# T)*$3'&'.'. !(',8&#=+'$E 6# &#<G ,'('+'.G & $G1'3G 11-.' .)G,69 2021 ). 6# 10:00 .', )#6%G. P9%G0. !  

‣ PAPISH FEAST DAY: Please come and participate in our annual St. Nicholas Parish Feast Day. It will be held on Sunday, December 19, 
2021.  Liturgy will start at 10:00am – St. Nicholas is coming and will being distributing gifts at the end of the Liturgy upstairs in the Church.  
Following this, we will have a celebratory lunch downstairs, please join us.  The church will provide fish and chicken, roasted potatoes, garden 
salad, coffee, soft drinks and cake.   We are asking you to please sign up for additional items to bring to share Ð others salads, vegetables, wine, 
etcÉ 

‣ FOOD FOR KIDS Ð such as pasta, meatballs or chicken nuggets, marcaroni/cheese.  There will be a sign-up sheet downstairs in the coffee 
room Ð or you can email or call Halya Korhun to sign up.  Halya152@nycap.rr.com   Cell:  518-526-3238.  

‣ RAFLLE BASKETS - Our raffle baskets are always an enjoyable event during our celebrations.  If you can make up a basket for the raffle it 
would be greatly appreciated.  Anything you would like to put together would be great Ð Ukrainian, basket, Tea/Coffee basket, Wine basket, 
Italian basket, etc.  Please sign up to donate a basket.  Call or e-mail Halya.  We would like at least 5 baskets to raffle.  Thank you. 

‣ We are also requesting volunteers to help set up and decorate downstairs on Saturday, December 18th  at 10:30am and also to help clean up after 
the event on Sunday, December 19th .  

‣ 2 FP'79IMBP '5Q79  - -G,E-/#$%# I14)4583E ,46E ,/9 !&. :*%'/#9: @)*F',E34 3# &8IE+83E G>#$3E G $&93%G&#668 ,69 !&93'.' 
:*%'/#9, 9%4 &8,1G,43E$9 % /";?+Z, 19 E#N;/, 2021 #*$N J*U*E*. J*U"0<%"//& I?<N#E?, #*Y=*[/"<10, * 10:00 E*; #&/$N  Ð
 6#()*%86M8 -'5. "83G).82 !&. :*%'/#J I#&83#= ,' T)#+G 3# )'I,#$3E (',#)G6%*. @8$/9 ME'.' &8,1G,43E$9 $&93%'&*J '18, & M4)%'&6'+G 
(8,&#/8, 1G,E-/#$%# ()*=,6GJ34$E ,' 6#$. ;# $&93%'&*J '18, (#)#789 6#,#$3E: )*1G, %G)%G, $+#546G %#)3'(/0, I4/46*J $#/#3, %#&G, 
()'F'/',68 6#('2 3# 3')3.  :* ()'$*+' &#$ I#(*$#3*$9 3# ()*64$3* ,',#3%'&G 25G, 9%'0 1#5#=34 &* (',8/*3*$9 I &$8+#: $#/#3*, '&'>8, 
&*6' 3'L'.   

‣ I 97PFPVBTV H939H  Ð M4 I#&5,* ()*=+6# (',89 (8, >#$ $&93%G&#669. K%L' &* 1#5#=34 &I93* G>#$3E, 3' +'5434 ('%/#$3* 3#+ &$4, 
L' 1#5#=34 ,/9 )'I8.)#<G. V#I&*>#J M4: G%)#26$E%*J %'<*%, %'<*% ,/9 >#0/%#&*, %'<*% ,/9 &*6#, 83#/8J$E%*J %'<*% 3'L'. A4 1G,4 
,G54 .#)6' I &#<'.' 1'%G, # +* 1G,4+' &#+ ,G54 &,9>68. -G,E /#$%#, I#)4=$3)GJ34$9 8 ,#J34 86<*+ I6#3*, L' &* (/#6G=34 ()*64$3* & 
%'<*%G. N4/47'6GJ34 #1' 6#,$*/#J34 ('&8,'+/4669 4/4%3)'66'0 ('<3'0 ,' (#68 W#/8 S').G6. :* F'>4+' )'I8.)#3* ()*6#J+68 5 
%'<*%8&. P9%G=+'. 

‣ RL4 DIQ D67PV  - N#%'5 ()'$*+' &'/'634)8& (',1#3* ()' 25G ,/9 ,834J, 6#()*%/#,: +#%#)'6*, 7)*%#,4/E%*, +#)%#)'6* I $*)'+. D 
(8,&#/8 = $(*$'%, L'1 I#(*$#3*$9, #1' 6#,8$/#J34 4/4%3)'66*J /*$3 #1' 34/47'6GJ34 W#/8 S').G6 I ME'.' ()*&',G. 
Halya152@nycap.rr.com   :'18/E6*J: 518-526-3238. 

‣ N#%'5, +* ()'$*+' &'/'634)8& ,'('+'.3* & $G1'3G, 18 .)G,69 ' 10:30, ()*%)#$*3* (8,&#/, # 3#%'5 ,'('+'.3* ()*1)#3* (8$/9 
$&93%G&#669 & 64,8/0. 

‣ ВЧИНОК ДОБРОТИ - X'6, Ò:#)%8& C6.4/Ó I1*)#= 6'&8, 64)'I.')6G38 8.)#<%*, L'1 ()*64$3* ,839+ & +4,*>6*J M463) 
Y/1#68 6# U8I,&'. K%L' &* F'>434 &I93* G>#$3E, 1G,E /#$%#, ()*64$83E 8.)#<%G ,' M4)%&* 3# ('%/#,83E ,' (',#)G6%'&'2 
%')'1%* #1' 6#,#J34 .)'<'&G ('54)3&G ,' 16 .)G,69 &'/'634)#+ 7'6,G. :* )'1*+' M4 & (#+Õ93E ()' 6#<'.' +#/46E%'.' 
,)G.# :#)%# -#)#1#<#, 9%*J ('+4) G &8M8 3)E'F )'%8& &8, )#%G. K% I#&5,*, ,9%G0 I# (8,3)*+%G!  

‣ ACT OF KINDNESS - MarkÕs Angels Foundation is collecting new, unwrapped toys to bring to the children at Albany Medical 
Center for Christmas. If you would like to participate, please drop off a toy in the gift-wrapped box in the church or give a monetary 
donation by December 19 to a Mark's Angels volunteer. We do this to remember our little friend, Mark Barabash, who passed away at 
the age of three to cancer. As always, thank you for your support! www.marksangelsfoundation.com  

‣ SAVE THE DATE - January 22, 2022 for MALANKA - more information is coming… 
Thanks to Everyone. 

“Теплом Зігрієм Серця” 2021 
“Warm the Heart of a Child in Need” 2021. A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to our CYM backpack project this year! 
I am very proud of you all dear Parishioners, brothers and sister. Thank you all for sponsoring children in Ukraine with gifts on St. 
Nicholas Day!  
May God Bless these children and bring them health, happiness and many Blessings!  Holy St. Nicholas, pray to God for us - 
!&93*34/0 '3>4 :*%'/#0, +'/* -'.# I# &$8F 6#$! Thank you to everyone who sponsored a child or made a donation toward shipping 
or who was (taking care of the list, gather everything together, packing, taking all of the boxes to Dnipro for shipping) working on this 
project. Your donation will surely put a smile on a sweet childÕs face on St. Nicholas Day, and for that, I am very grateful to each one of 
you dear: Halya/Ihor Korhun, Paula Taylor, Patricia Walton, Halya/Mykola Zaderej, Anna/Mark Pepe Lilia/Ivan Barabash, Tanya/Daniel 
Petroff, Halya/Victor Lisnyczyj d. Ilona Dovgan - generous donors, A sincere thank you all.  

“S&0 H&%) - Coffee hour” 
12.05.21 Anna Pepe 

12.12.21 Halya/Mykola Zaderej 
12.19.21- ALL TOGETHER - Parish Feast-day.   

12.26.21 Liliya/Ivan Barabash 
Dear Brothers and sister in Christ. First of all from the bottom of my heart I would like to thank everyone who brought some goodies and signed 
up already to bring something for coffee hour in 2022.  

mailto:fr.vasyldovgan@gmail.com
mailto:Halya152@nycap.rr.com


Coffee Hour is a time of fellowship after the church service has ended. It provides a welcoming place, following service every Sunday, to talk 
with each other, with friends and kids have a chance to spend time together and everyone have time to talk with clergy as well and to meet/talk 
to new people as well as  relaxing with friends during coffee hour.  
Our coffee hour hosts provide light refreshments, whatever they like. We always try to include some dessert, sweet treats so that all 
parishioners, children can enjoy and everyone love desert. Church provide coffee, tea, and usually a cold drink or water is there as well.  

New Year -2022 - is right here - We do have open Sundays. We are asking you all to step in and sign up for it. PLEASE take a Sunday or two and 
bring something to share with us all at the same time. There will be a sign-up sheet downstairs in the coffee room Ð or you can email or call Halya 
Korhun to sign up.  Halya152@nycap.rr.com Cell: 518-526-3238.  
We can do memorial service on the day you signed up if you wish. Thank you all, we do appreciate your kindness and generosity. May God Bless 
you all generously with all His Blessings. 

Happy Birthday!!! - 5?<&]W* !!! 
From the bottom of St. Nicholas parish family heart we wish dear: Irina Kononenko Mykola Zaderej, Mykola Hayvanovych, Roman 
Ponomarjov a Happy Birthday. As you celebrate please remember, God is near, He is there leading you into another year. God holds your future in 
His hands and will always be your guide. May Jesus Christ continue to bless you abundantly and keep you safe in His loving care. On your 
birthday enjoy His divine presence in your life. Have a Happy Birthday. ;4F#J W'$(',E 1/#.'$/'&*3E 8 ('</4 G &#< ,46E 6#)',54669 +8M6*F 
$*/ 8 ,'1)'.' I,')'&Õ9, )#,'$38 ,G<8 8 >*$3'2 /01'&8 $4)M9, &8)6'.' L#$39 8 $&83/'2 6#,82. ;4F#J #6.4/ &#$ '14)8.#= 3# ,'('+#.#= ,'/#3* &$8 
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If you would like a family member to be greeted at the end of the Liturgy on the occasion of a birthday or an anniversary, please let me know and I 
will gladly do. Thank you all. Fr Vasyl. 

PRAYER – (9IT754 
We ask all of you to remember in your prayers the following individuals, who are in need of God's healing and grace: the sick, hospitalized, 
and those in nursing homes or confined to their homes. Our best wishes for a speedy recovery and good health are extended to the following 
individuals who are in need of God's healing and grace. O Holy Father, Heavenly Physician of our souls and bodies, who sent Your Only-begotten 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ to heal those in illness: visit and heal Your servants: Robert, Nastay, Janette, Timothy, Mary-Ann, Payton, Anthony, Tina, 
Mikola, Stella, Maksymko, Fr. Yurij, Maria, Fr. Jakiw, Volodymyr, Alexandr, Vincent, Michael all doctors and nurses and everyone who was 
infected by COVID-19: granting them release from pain and restoration to health and vigor, that they may give thanks unto You and bless Your 
Holy Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
 Y @)4+*/'$4),6*J -'54, Y3>4, !*6G 8 !&93*J PG<4, & 64)'I,8/E68J N)'JM8 N'18 ('%/'6903E$9 8 N414 $/#&/93E! V./96E$9 
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 If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to add them to the prayer list, please notify Fr. Vasyl. If you would like me to visit with 
the Sacraments of the Holy Confession and Eucharist, please call me to set up an appointment. I will gladly visit everyone. In Christ Fr. Vasyl 
Dovgan. Thank you. 

 “Christmas Traditions - Різдвяні Традиції”  
The most important thing to remember when preparing for the Christmas Holiday is that this is a celebration of the birth of our Savior.  It is NOT 
about decorations, gifts or parties. These things should NOT detract from the true meaning. Take a moment to reflect on how dark our world would 
be without Christ in it. 
The Christmas Tree: The Christmas Tree originated about 1,200 years ago when St. Boniface, the apostle to the Germans, came across a pagan 
sacrifice in the woods of Germany. The pagans had tied a young boy to an oak tree and were about to sacrifice him to their gods. St. Boniface ran 
forward cut down their oak tree, freeing the boy. Where the oak had stood, sprang up a young fir tree that had been growing amidst the roots of the 
oak. St. Boniface used this tree to describe to the pagans the virtues of Christianity over paganism. He explained that God is like the green fir tree, 
alive and full of life. Their gods were like the other trees in the woods. They all were dead and leafless, while the fir tree was green and vibrant.  
From then the green fir tree began to symbolize the Christian God. Later, Martin Luther popularized the use of evergreens at Christmas time. It is 
said that he was walking home one December night, and was awe struck by the beauty of the stars twinkling amidst the evergreen branches.  He cut 
down one of the trees, brought it home and decorated it with lit candles to imitate the stars. In the mid-1800Õs, Prince Albert, Queen VictoriaÕs 
husband, brought the Christmas tree to England from his native Germany.  The Illustrated Times published an etching of the royal family around 
their Christmas tree and the tradition took off.  Later it was brought to America by the Pennsylvania Germans in the late 19th century. 

• This tree's wood is used to build your homes: let Christ be at the centre of your households.         
• Its leaves remain evergreen in the darkest days: let Christ be your constant light.  
• Its boughs reach out to embrace and its top points to heaven: let Christ be your Comfort and Guide. 

The Star:  The star shown brightly the day that Jesus was born.  The star also led the three wisemen from lands far away to the manger where the 
Christ child lay. Therefore, we place a star at the highest point of our Christmas trees to symbolize the birth of Christ the savior of our souls. 
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