|

= )
=0l
M A

=

%) |

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
HepkBa CB. Mukosaas Ykpaincokoi [IpaBociiaBuoi Hepxksu CIITA

CeimaHHs gunepeduswu i
3Hatlwoswu KaMiHb
odsaneHum 8i0 2poby, mi,
wo 6ynu 3 Mapieto, 8i0
Aneena nouyau: “Yomy
utykaeme ceped mMepmaux,
Ak todury, Tozo, Xmo 8
ceimuii 8iuHOMY nepebysae?
IToenstHbMe HAa NOXOPOHHI
neJsieHuU, NOCNIWimas i
cg8imosi 38icmims, U0
sockpec I'ocnoow,
ymepmaeusulu cmepms, BiH-
60 € Cun Boza, wo cnacae
pio nrodcvkuil”!

Before the dawn, Mary and
the women came and found
the stone rolled away from
the tomb. They heard the
angelic voice: “Why do you
seek among the dead as a
mortal the One Who is
Everlasting Light? Behold the
burial clothes in the tomb. Go
and proclaim to the world:
The Lord is risen.
He has slain Death, for He is
the Son of God, saving the
human race”!

www.stnicholasuoc.org
376 Third St, Troy, NY 12180,

Church Office: (518) 274-5482;
Church Email:troy@stnicholasuoc.org

Cemetery: 64 Vandenburg Ave, Troy, NY 12180;

Archpastor - His Eminence Metropolitan Antony Priest: Fr. Vasyl Dovgan
Hacrositesb: oteus Bacuas JloBran
Fr.VasylDovgan@gmail.com

MuTponosuT AHTOHI Cell: (908) 247-1800

IIpeacrosTens-BucokonpeocBsimeHHi Mt

Christ is Risen! - Indeed He is Risen!

WELCOME All! Welcome to the God-Loving and God-Protected Parish of St. Nicholas! A Parish of the UOC of the USA and the Ecumenical
Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved parishioners who are participating in today's
Divine Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If you are with us for the first time, PLEASE introduce yourself to Father Vasyl — he is
looking forward to meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call Father with any questions and let him know what is going on in your life,
especially if you need spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find peace and comfort in St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church. You are very
welcome to come every Sunday, make yourself at home, and to become a part of our parish family. Through the intercession of Saint Nicholas we
hope and pray that our community might grow into a full fledged Parish in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. Through your prayers and
dedication of time, talents and donations, this can become a reality in all faith and love.

Xpucrtoc Bockpec! - Boictuny Bockpec!

BITAEMO BCIX! JlackaBo mpocumo 10 boromo6muBoi Ta borom 6epesxenoi napadii cesatoro Mukonas! Hama mapadis € wacturoro VIIL CIHA
Bcenenceroro Ilarpiapxary. Illupo Ta 3 m000B’10 BiTaeMo BCiX BiJBigyBadiB, rocteil, mpuxoxaH Ta Bix mapadisH, siki OepyTb yd4acTb y
CHOTOJTHINHBOMY OOTOCIYXKiHHI. MU OJIaroCIOBEHHI Balllow MpUCyTHicTIO! SIKIO BU 3aBiTanu Brepiie, OyJb Jacka, MpeicTaBTe cebe OTIEeBi
Bacumo, BiH Oyne myxe pamuii 3yctpitucs 3 Bamu! Takok, SKIIO y Bac € 3aUTaHHS 10 CBAIICHHHKA, ITOTPIOHO MOTOBOPHUTH abo0 moTpedyere
JYXOBHHX HAaCTaHOB, MOXETE€ BUIBHO J3BOHMTH 1O 0. Bacuit abo mucaty Ha €JIEKTPOHHY IOLITY Ha BHIIE BKa3aHy ajpecy Ha HoMep TeneoHy.
CroniBaeMocsi, BM 3MOXKeTe BiT4yTH cebe KoM(pOPTHO Ta B MHpi Ipu Hamiil rpomazi-napadii. byas nacka, mpuxoabTe MOIUTHCS 3 HAMH LIOHEAL,
ToyyBaiiTecs, K BAOMa Ta CTaBaiiTe YaCTHHOW Hamoi mapadisyieHOi poauHU. Yepes 3acTymHHUNITBO ¢B. MuKonas, MH HagieMOCS Ta MOJUMOCS,
o6 Haiia rpoMana JMiIe 3pocrana, Oyaydd MOBHOLIHHOI mapadieto Yipaincokoi [IpaBocnaBhoi Llepksu CILIA. Ile MOXIMBO JHIIE 3aBASKA
BallliM MOJIMTBAaM, BiIJIaHICTIO, BIJTAHOCTI Yacy, TaJaHTaM Ta ICJPUM MOKEPTBAM B JIFOOOBI Ta Bipi.
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE — PO3KJIAJI BOT'OCJIYXIHb

April 2, 2023 - S5th Sunday of the Great Lent. Tone 1.
Venerable Mary of Egypt.

8:15 - 8:45 AM - Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Hebrews
(Heb. 9:11-14).

The Holy Gospel According to St. Mark (Mk. 10:32-45).

2 kBiTHs 2023, Henins 5-ra Besimkoro nocry. Iostoc 1.
Ipn. Mapii €runercbkoi

8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnioBinb.

9:00 panky — BoxkecTBenna Jlitypris.

Tlocnanns no €BpeiB Cparoro Anocrona [TaBna YuraHHs.
(€Bp. 9:11-14).

Bixg Mapka Cesitoro €Banrenis Yurauns (Mp. 10:32-45).

Wednesday, April 5, 2023.
6:00 PM - Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Cepepna, 5 kBiTHs1 2023.
6:00 Bevopa - Jlirypris Panimocssiuennx Japis.

Friday, April 7, 2023.
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS.
9:00 AM - Service.

IV srauns, 7 keiTas 2023. -
BJIAT'OBILIEHHS MPECBSITOI BOT'OPOAUIIL.
9:00 panky — BorocayxiHHs.

April 9, 2023 - 6th Sunday of the Great Lent.

PALM SUNDAY THE ENTRY OF THE LORD INTO JERUSALEM.
8:15 - 8:45 AM - Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Philippians (Phil. 4:4-9). The
Holy Gospel According to St. John (Jn. 12:1-18).

9 kBiTHa 2023, Henins 6ta Beamkoro nocry.

BEPBHA HEJILJIS BXI TOCIIOQHIN B €EPYCAJUM.

8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnioBigs.

9:00 panky — bBoxxecrBenna Jlitypris.

Tocnanus no ®unun’siH Cesatoro Anoctona [Tapna Yuranns. (. 4:4-9).
Bin IBana Cesatoro €sanrenist Yuranus (Cs. In. 12:1-18).

Wednesday, April 12, 2023.
6:00 PM - Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts.

Cepena, 12 kBiTHs 2023.
6:00 Beuopa - JliTypris Panimocssiyennx [dapis.

Great Thursday, April 13, 2023.
THE MYSTICAL SUPPER.
6:00 PM - Reading of Passion Gospels.

Crpactauit Yerep, 13 kBiTHs, 2023.
CIIOMUH TAHHOI BEYEPL
6:00 Beyopa - untanus 12tu €panremnii (Ctpacri).

Great and Holy Friday, April 14, 2023.
6:00 PM - Vespers; Procession with the Holy Shroud.

Crpacua II’sitHuns, 14 ksiTas 2023.
6:00 Beuyopa - Beuipust; IIponecis 3 Cs. [Inamanuneso.

Sunday April 16th. THE PASCHA OF THE LORD
THE BRIGHT RESURRECTION OF CHRIST.

At 5:30AM Procession - Resurrection Matins following
Divine Liturgy and then the Blessing of the Baskets.

Henins 16 xBiTns. [IACXA XPUCTOBA.

CBITJIE XPUCTOBE BOCKPECIHHS.

5:30 panky - Haarpo6ue - O6xin 3 Ilnamanunero -

BockpecHa YTpens, Bockpecna Jlityprisi Ta ocBSIYeHHsI IaCOK.

BRIGHT MONDAY - April 17,2023.

8:15 — 8:45 AM - Confessions.

9:00 AM - The Divine Liturgy.

The Holy Gospel According to St. John (Jn. 1:18-28).

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Acts (Acts 1:12-17, 21-26).

CBITJINI NOHEAIIOK - 17 kBiTHst 2023.
8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnoBins.
9:00 panky — BoxkecrBenna Jlityprisi.
Bin IBana Cesaroro €sanrenis Ynuranus (Cs. I1. 1:18-28).
3 Hisius Cesitoro Anocrona IMasna Yuranns. (Mistae. 1:12-17, 21-26).

BRIGHT TUESDAY - April 18,2023.
9:00 AM - 9:00 AM - Service.

CBITJINM BIBTOPOK - 18 kBiTHs 2023.
9:00 panky — BorocayKiHHs.

April 23, 2023 - St. Thomas Sunday
NO SERVICE.

23 kBiTHs 2023, Hexina Cs. An. ®omu.
HE BYJIE BOTI'OKJIY /KIHHSI.

April 30,2023 - 3rd Sunday after Pascha. Tone 2.
Myrrh-bearing Women.

8:15 — 8:45 AM - Confessions.

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy.

The Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Acts (Acts 6:1-7).
The Holy Gospel According to St. Mark (Mk. 15:43-16:8).

30 kBiTHsa 2023, Henins 3-ts micas [Macxu. Tosoc 2.

CsB. ’KiHok MUpOHOCHIb

8:15 — 8:45 panky — CnioBias.

9:00 panky — Bo:xecrBenna Jlityprisi.

3 Histae Cesatoro Anocroina [asna Yurauss. (isab. 6:1-7).
Bin Mapka Cesroro €panrenis Yuranns (Mp. 15:43-16:8).

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER - My Church is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is. It will be friendly if I am. Its pews will be
filled, if I help fill them. It will do great work, if I work. It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver. It will bring other
people into its worship and fellowship, if I invite and bring them. It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church
with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these same things. Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicated myself to the

task of being all the things that I want my church to be. AMEN.

Information -3aranabna Ingopmanis
¢ The Divine Liturgy is served every Sunday at 9:00 AM. (The First Sunday of the month is in English and the rest of the Sundays are in both
languages English and Ukrainian or as need). Time for Holy Confession is available before Liturgy, please come.
¢ For Baptisms, Weddings, Panakhyda or any other services, please arrange with Father Vasyl Dovgan.
« Pastoral Visitations of the Sick and Infirm: Please inform Father Vasyl if you or your family members are going into the hospital for any reason

or if they would like to receive spiritual guidance, support or a visit.
EMERGENCY CALLS — Please call Fr. Vasyl anytime! Thank you.

<+ BoxxectBenHa JliTypris cimyxuthbes monenini o 9:00 panky. Cesta CrioBins nepen Jlityprieto.
« [Ipo Xpemenns, Binuanns, [lanaxumu un inmn borocimyxinas, Oyap Jacka, JOMOBTECS 3 HaCTosTeNeM oTieM Bacuiem JloBranom.



¢ [TacTipchKi BiABIAMHM HEOY)KUX Ta HeMidHUX: Byab Jacka, moBigomre otusi Bacmas, sxkmo Oyap-XTo 3 Bammx Apy3iB abo wieHiB ciM'i
MOTPAMHMB JI0 JIiKapHi 3 Oy/Ib-IKHUX NPUYKH a00 Oaxae TyXOBHO 30araTUTHC.
HEBIJIKJIA/IHI /I3BIHKH — Byap n1acka, A3BOHITH oTHeBi Bacuaio y 6ynb-sakuii yac!

ANNOUNCEMENTS - OI'OJIOIIEHHS
wkdkkddhw
Bring your children to Church today they will come tomorrow - the future of our church is in our children and grandchildren!
IIpuBenine cBoix aireii 10 Xpamy Boskoro cLoroaHi i BOHM NOBEPHYTHCS 3aBTPA - HALLI JiTH TA OHYKH - BOHU € Maii0yTHe Hawiol napadii!
L
» MEMORIAL BOOKS: Please submit (before Divine Liturgy) your memorial books (Hramatka) to Fr. Vasyl, if you wish to have your love
l ones commemorated during the services!

» TPAMATKA Byxp nacka, naiire (nepen boxxectBernoro Jlitypriero) Bamry rpamarky o. Bacuiiro, Ko Bu 0axaeTe MOM’SHYTH CBOIX PiIHHUX Y
Borocnyxinni!

» CHURCH SCHOOL: As Lord said. "Let the children come to me. Don't stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like
these children.” Please bring your kids to the church for religious classes. We will start religion school on first Saturday of October at
9:15AM to 10:15AM. Step by step they learn more and more what is Orthodoxy and will become more familiar with Bible and we will prepare
kids for the first Holy Confession and Communion. PLEASE PARENTS BRING YOUR KIDS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
SPIRITUALITY. THANK YOU ALL.

»WEEKLY COLLECTION: We would like to thank everyone for continuing to send in your weekly contributions for the past few months!
Your generosity has been a blessing to the parish and your continued assistance is crucial during this time! As you all know how difficult it is
during COVID-19 pandemic. Please keep this in mind as you continue to send in your weekly contributions. Your assistance is needed and
appreciated. Your weekly envelopes or outright donations can be sent by: Mail: St. Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church 376 3rd St. Troy, NY
12180.

» Great Saturday, April 15rd at 5:00PM and 6:30PM Blessing of the Baskets (in the Church basement). Church will be open from 4:30-7:00 PM
for Adoration of Christ entombed in the church, PLEASE COME.

» Crpacna Cy6ora 15ro kBitHa 0 5:00 Ta 6:30 Bewopa - BrmarocnoBenns xommkiB (B migBani Llepksn). Xpam Boxwuit Oyne BimuuHeHW# uis
BiaBinyBaHb ['poOy ['ocnomuboro 3 4:30 -7:00 Bewopa. BYJIb JIACKA, ITPUXO/IBTE.

» Dear parishioners Brothers and Sisters in Christ.
I greet you all with great joy and love as we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Resurrection of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ. This feast
of feasts is the most significant day in the life of Orthodox Church.The victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the powers of death, and the hope
of new life are indeed our only consolation during earthly life. May the triumph of the Paschal season strengthens our faith and renews our hope.
Let us therefore rejoice with the heavens and celebrate with the entire universe on this, the Feast of Feasts! May the light of the Resurrection
illumine the hearts of all of you so that you all dear parishioners may rejoice with all people in love, peace and concord through the Son and
Word of God, who is the Light of the world, the Truth and the Life. With Prayers and love in Christ Fr. Vasyl.

» Jlopori mapadistau, Gpartu i cectpu y XpHcTi,
3 BENHMKOIO PAiCTIO i JIF000B'I0 BiTaro Bac 31 cBiTIMM cBsiToM CBsitoro Bockpecinusa ['ocnona bora i Cnaca nammoro Icyca Xpucra! Lle — Csto
CBSIT, HABOXKNUBIMMHI eHb y %uTTi [IpaBociaBHOT L{epkBu.
Ilepemora 'ocriona Hamroro Icyca Xpucra Haj craMu cMepTi 1 Hajlis Ha HOBE JKUTTS € HACIPaB/i HAIIOIO €MHOIO PO3PajoIo IIiJ] Yac 3€MHOTO
*kutTs. Hexait BenukoaHs mepemora 3HOBY 1 3HOBY 3MILIHIOE Hally Bipy i Hamry Haxito. Tomy naBaiiTe pamiTu 3 HeGecaMu i CBATKYBaTH 3 yCiM
BcecBiTOM 11e CBATO CBAT!
Hexait cBiTno Bockpecinnus ocsie Bamii cepis, mo0 BH, JOpori napadisHu, BO3BECENMINCS 3 yciMa JIIOIbMHU B JII000BI, MHpI Ta 3J1arofi depes
CnoBo Ta Cuna boxoro, Slkuit € CBiTio cBity, IcTiHa 1 xutTst! 3 MonmuTBaMu Ta J1t060BI0 Yy XpHcTi Icyci o. Bacuis.

» 23 May - St. Thomas Sunday. If you would like Father Vasyl Dovgan to serve Memorial Litiya by your family graves in South Bound Brook
NJ. Please arrange with, him the time and the place. Thank you.

» 23 tpaBus - Heping CB. ®omu. Skmio Bu 6axaere, mob otens Bacunp JloBran cinyxus 3aynokiiHy JIiTito 6175 MOTHII BallMX pOANYiB, B Hbto-
Jxepci - Oynp macka, JOMOBTECS 3 HUM Ipo Micte i gac. J{gKkyro.

Yac Kasu - Coffee hour”

2 04.02.23 - Hayvanovych Tetyana. & Vasyl 04.23.23 - NO SERVICE
@)) 04.09.23 - Al TOGETHER 04.30.23 - Al TOGETHER
O 04.16.23 - EASTER - [TACXA

Dear Brothers and sister in Christ. First of all from the bottom of my heart I would like to thank everyone who brought some goodies and signed
up already to bring something for coffee hour in 2023.
Coffee Hour is a time of fellowship after the church service has ended. It provides a welcoming place, following service every Sunday, to talk with
each other, with friends and kids have a chance to spend time together and everyone have time to talk with clergy as well and to meet/talk to new
people as well as relaxing with friends during coffee hour.
Our coffee hour hosts provide light refreshments, whatever they like. We always try to include some dessert, sweet treats so that all parishioners,
children can enjoy and everyone love desert. Church provide coffee, tea, and usually a cold drink or water is there as well.
We do have open Sundays. We are asking you all to step in and sign up for it. PLEASE take a Sunday or two and bring something to share with us
all at the same time. There will be a sign-up sheet downstairs in the coffee room — or you can email or call Halya Korhun to sign
up. halyal52@g.amil.com Cell: 518-526-3238.
We can do memorial service on the day you signed up if you wish. Thank you all, we do appreciate your kindness and generosity. May God Bless
you all generously with all His Blessings.

Happy Birthday!!! - Biraemo !!!

From the bottom of St. Nicholas parish family heart we wish dear: Jonathan Taras Fil, Szewczyk Stefania, Nicholas and Sophia Pepe, Vasyl
Madzelan, Myra Boyar a Happy Birthday. As you celebrate please remember, God is near, He is there leading you into another year. God holds
your future in His hands and will always be your guide. May Jesus Christ continue to bless you abundantly and keep you safe in His loving care.
On your birthday enjoy His divine presence in your life. Have a Happy Birthday. Hexaii ['ocrionp 6marociioBuTb i nomnuie y Bail AeHb HAPOHKSHHS
MIIHUX CHJI 1 T0OPOTro 3110pOB’sl, PagocCTi AyIi i 9McTOl Tr000BI cepIs, BipHOTO ImacTs i cBiTiol Hajxil. Hexail anren Bac obepirae Ta jpornomarae
JIOJATH BCl KUTTEBI MEpemKoan. Xal MOCTIHHMN ycmiX, pamicTh 1 goctaTok CHILUIATBCA 1O Bac, HEMOB BUINHEBHH IBIT, Xail )KUTTEBUHA TOCBig
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TBOPHUTH 3 OyaHiB cBsATa, [ocnoap mapye noBrux-noerux jit! boxxoro Bam biarocmosenns na MHuorii ta bmarii Jlita! Happy Birthday!!! Many
Years!!!

If you would like a family member to be greeted at the end of the Liturgy on the occasion of a birthday or an anniversary, please let me know and [
will gladly do. Thank you all. Fr Vasyl.

PRAYER - MOJIUTBA
We ask all of you to remember in your prayers the following individuals, who are in need of God's healing and grace: the sick, hospitalized,
and those in nursing homes or confined to their homes. Our best wishes for a speedy recovery and good health are extended to the following
individuals who are in need of God's healing and grace. O Holy Father, Heavenly Physician of our souls and bodies, who sent Your Only-begotten
Son our Lord Jesus Christ to heal those in illness: visit and heal Your servants: Robert, Liliya, Ivan, Janette, Timothy, Mary-Ann, Payton, Anthony,
Tina, Mikola, Stella, Maksymko, Fr. Yurij, Maria, Michael and army who protects their homeland with their family’s and everyone who supporting
people in need: granting them release from pain and restoration to health and vigor, that they may give thanks unto You and bless Your Holy Name,
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O TIpemunocepauuit boxe, Otue, Cuny i Cesruii Jynre, B HeposainbHiit Tpoiiti To6i nmoknonsitoreest i Tebe cnaBmsite! 3misHbCs
MIJIOCTHBO Ha pabiB (IM's) HexyXuX, BIAIYCTH IM BCi IPOBHMHM iX, MoAai iM 3UiNEHHS BiJl XBOPOOH, TOBEPHH IM 30pOB'S 1 CHIIN TLIECHI, Tozail iM
JIOBTE 1 IIaciuBe KUTTS, 3eMHI i nyxoBHi TBoi Omara, mo0 BOHH pa3oM 3 HAMH NPUHOCHIHN MoAs4HI MonuTBH ToOi, Bcemenpomy borosi i
TBopueBi HaLIOMY. AMiHb.

If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to add them to the prayer list, please notify Fr. Vasyl. If you would like me to visit with
the Sacraments of the Holy Confession and Eucharist, please call me to set up an appointment. 1 will gladly visit everyone. In Christ Fr. Vasyl
Dovgan. Thank you.

“Christ’s Descent into Hades”
The depiction of our risen lord
Jesus, of course, takes center stage, victoriously robed in heavenly white. In some versions of this icon, His robe seems almost in
motion, flowing upward, symbolizing His descent into Hades to save those who have died since the beginning of human
history.Notice the bluish oval that surrounds Him, often studded with stars. This is a mandorla (Italian for almond, which describes
its shape). The mandorla represents the uncreated, eternal light of Christ. As blogger Jeremiah explains, “This is not simply a pretty,
bright light. It is the same light which filled the apostles with wonder when they witnessed His Transfiguration. It is the light which
Christ Himself described as the power of the Kingdom of God (Mark 9:1, Matt. 16:28, Luke 9:27). It is the light that filled the once
perpetual darkness of Hades when Christ descended and brought life into the realm of death. It is also the light that is seen when
one purifies their heart and mind (Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.)” As you examine the mandorla, you will see
that it becomes a darker blue as it moves toward Christ at its center. At first, this traditional usage of blue seems like an odd choice.
But the light depicted is not sunlight, which is localized and casts shadows. It is the uncreated, omnipresent light of God. Also, as
Jeremiah writes, “those who seek God will find that the more they know Him, the less they comprehend Him. To know God, to
experience Him, is to walk in the darkness of His light, to enter into the mystery of His presence.”
adam and eve released.Christ is sometimes shown holding a cross or a scroll, representing the message that He preached to the
captives in Hades. But in every Resurrection icon He is shown pulling an old man from the tomb. This figure is Adam, the first man,
illustrating that Christ’s victory redeems all of humankind from the beginning. On Jesus’ left is Eve, and He is often shown pulling
her from the tomb also.But in other versions of the icon, Eve holds her hands out in supplication, waiting for Jesus to act. His rescue
of Adam and Eve also foreshadows the general resurrection of the body before the Final Judgment. Significantly, Jesus does not
hold Adam’s and Eve’s hands. Instead, He grasps them by the wrist, signifying that “we are not equal with God. We cannot even
meet God halfway. But if we reach out to God, He is ready to grasp us by the wrist to take us with Him to Paradise. This is the most
hopeful part of the icon. It reminds us that we have to reach out to God in faith, and let Him take care of the rest”.
Figures surrounding Jesus
Other captives stand on either side of Jesus. On the left (at Jesus’ right) stand John the Baptist and two Old Testament figures from
Jesus’ earthly lineage: King David and King Solomon. Their presence signifies that those who died before Jesus’ Crucifixion
descended to Hades and patiently awaited their Messiah. But now Jesus has freed them to join Him and His angels. The figures on
the right vary from one icon to another but usually represent Old Testament prophets. The young man with the shepherd’s crook is
Abel, the first person to die as a result of the Fall (murdered by his brother, Cain). Some icons also include the three young men who
were thrown into the fiery furnace in Daniel 3. (They are at the top of this grouping.).
Hades defeated. Beneath Jesus’ nail-scarred feet—notice that His feet and hands still carry the marks of His crucifixion—lie two
gold bars, often in the shape of a cross. These are the gates of Hades, which He has broken open. The icon proclaims visually the
words of the Paschal hymn: Christ has trampled death by His own death. In the darkness below His feet,

Hades is shown in chaos after Jesus descended and liberated the captives in the “harrowing of Hades.” The
word harrow comes from an Old English word used to describe the plowing of a field when the cultivator
churns up the earth. Most Resurrection icons show keys, chains, and locks scattered in the darkness, because
the power of death to bind humanity has been destroyed. And in the depths of the pit, a skeletal being is
sometimes shown, lying prostrate and bound up. This is Hades personified—Death and/or Satan, who has
been destroyed and defeated by Christ, illustrating the truth of Hebrews 2:14, that “through death he might
destroy him who has the power of death, that is, the devil.” Our Savior’s death brings life to all.
Christ is risen from the dead,
Trampling down death by death,
And upon those in the tombs bestowing life!
— Paschal Hymn

May the truths written into this beautiful icon bring you joy during Bright Week and throughout the year. Now
go and celebrate Jesus’ victory over death with barbecue and all kinds of cheesy goodness!
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