ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN

ORTHODOX CHURCH
376 Third Street, Troy, N.Y. 12180
Church (518) 274-5482;

Hall: 391-2nd Street
Cemetery: 64 Vandenburg Ave.
www.stnicholasuoc.org
www.uocofusa.org

CIIABA ICYCY XPUCTY!
C/IABA HA BIKH!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER!

Pastor: Rev. Paul Szewczuk
5 Crestwood Lane
Troy, N.Y. 12180

(518) 286-1141
e-mail: sO5paul@aol.com

JULY 17TH, 2011, 5TH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST Tone 4.
St. Andrew of Crete.
9:00 AM — Divine Liturgy
Litia for the repose of +Maria Fil
offered by Lidia Bendza.
Litia for the repose of +Photinia on the

40th day of her falling asleep in the Lord.
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3 MNOCJIAHHA CB. ANOCTOJIA
MMABJIA 10 PUMJISIH YUTAHHA 10:1-10
bparts, OaxkaHHs Moro cepus ¥ MOJUTBA 10
bora 3a I3pains wa cmacinasa. bo s cBimuy im,
0 BOHM MAalTh PEBHICTH Mpo bora, ane He 3a
posymoM. Boum 060, He  po3yMirouH
npaBeqHOCTH BOXOi, 1 CHIIKYIOUHCHh TTOCTaBUTH
BJIAaCHy  MpPaBEIHICTh, HE  TOKOPHIHUCH
npaBenHocTi  boxkii. bo ki"enp  3akoHy
XpHUCTOC Ha MPaBEAHICTh KOXKHOMY, XTO BIpYE.
Moiiceit 60 mwmie Mpo NPaBEAHICTh, MO BiJl
3aKoHy, L0 JIOJUHA, fKa HOro BUKOHYE, Oyne
HUM JKATH. A TIpO TpaBeIHICTh, IO BiA BipwH,
roBopuTh Tak: He kaxu B cBoiM cepii: XTO
BHiiIe Ha HE0O? 11eOTO 3BECTU 0101y XpHUCTa,
abo: Xto 3iiige B 6e30aHI0? 11€0TO BHBECTH 3
MepTBUX XpHcTa. Asne mjo kaxe me? bansbko
Tebe CIOBO, B yCTax TBOIX 1 B CEpIi TBOIM,
11e06TO CIOBO BipH, 110 HOTo mpomnoBigyemo. bo
KOJIM TH yCTaMu CBOIMH BH3HaBaTHMem Icyca
3a ['ocmoga, 1 Oynmemr BipyBaTu B CBOIM cepili,
mo Bor BockpecuB Moro 3 MepTBHX, TO
cmacemicsi, 00  cepueM  BipyemMo  UIA
MPaBeIHOCTH, a YCTaMH ICHOBIIyEMO IS
CIIaCiHHS.

THE EPISTLE READING IS FROM ST.
PAUL TO THE ROMANS 10:1-10 Brethren,
my heart's desire and prayer to God for the
Israelites is that they may be saved. For I can
testify about them that they are zealous for God,
but their zeal is not based on knowledge. Since
they did not know the righteousness that comes
from God and sought to establish their own,
they did not submit to God's righteousness.
Christ is the end of the law so that there may be
righteousness for everyone who believes.
Moses describes in this way the righteousness
that is by the law: "The man who does these
things will live by them."But the righteousness
that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart,
'Who will ascend into heaven?" (that is, to bring
Christ down)"or 'Who will descend into the
deep?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead). But what does it say? "The word is near
you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,"that




is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: That if
you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord,"
and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with
your heart that you believe and are justified, and
it is with your mouth that you confess and are
saved.

BIJI MATESA CBATOI'O €BAHI'EJIA
UUTAHHSA 8:28-9:1 I, sx npubyB Bin Ha Toit
6ik, 1o 3emii [agapuHChKoi, mepectpimm Moro
nBa OICHYBaTi, IO BUMIILIN 3 MOTHWJILHUX TT€YEp,
Ty’Ke JIFOTi, TaK M0 HIXTO HE MIr TEPEeXOJUTH
Tieto nopororo. | och, BOHM cTamm Kpu4arwy,
roopsun: Lo To6i, Cuny boxwuii, no Hac?
[TpuitiioB Tu croau nepeayacHo HaC My4UTH?
A omnojgans Big HHUX Haccsi TypT BEJIUKHUH
ceuHel. | mpocwimces nemonu, kaxyuu: Komm
BIDKCHENI HAac, TO MONIIM HAac y TOH TypT
cuHer. A Bin BimmosiB im: ImiTe. | Buiinuim
BOHM, 1 TMIIUIK B TypT CBUHEH. | och KuHYBCH 3
Kpyd4i 10 MOpSl BBECh T'YPT, 1 IOTOTIMBCS B BO/II.
[TacTyxu >k MOBTIKaJIM; a KOJIM MPUOYIH BOHU B
MICTO, TO ITPO BCE PO3IMOBLIH, 1 PO OiCHYBaTHX.
I ock, yce micto Buiinuio Hazyctpiu Icycosi. Sk
Woro x yraeam, TO cTranud Onaratd, 100
nimoB Co0i 3 ixHporo kparo!.. I, ciBmm 10
4yoBHa, BiH mepemnuHyB, i n0 Mmicta CBoro
npuOdyB.

THE GOSPEL READING IS FROM ST.
MATTHEW 8:28-9:1 When Jesus arrived at
the other side in the region of the Gadarenes,
two demon-possessed men coming from the
tombs met him. They were so violent that no
one could pass that way. "What do you want
with us, Son of God?" they shouted. "Have you
come here to torture us before the appointed
time?" Some distance from them a large herd of
pigs was feeding. The demons begged Jesus, "If
you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs."
He said to them, "Go!" So they came out and
went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake and died in
the water. Those tending the pigs ran off, went
into the town and reported all this, including
what had happened to the demon-possessed
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men. Then the whole town went out to meet
Jesus. And when they saw him, they pleaded
with him to leave their region. Jesus stepped
into a boat, crossed over and came to his own
town.

JULY 24th, 2011 — 6th SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST - Tone 5.Blessed Olga.
9:00 AM — Divine Liturgy
Litia for the repose of +Maria Fil
Offered by Sandy Olekoski & family.

3 NOCJIAHHSA CB. AIIOCTOJIA TTABJIA
A0 PUMJISIH YUTAHHS 12:6-14 bparrs,
I Mu maemo pi3Hi Japu, 3rigHO 3 01aronaTTIo,
JAHOI0 HaM: KOJIM ITPOPOLTBO TO BUKOHYH HMOTO
B Mipy BIipH, a KOJIM CIyXiHHA Oyap Ha
CIly’)KIHHS, KOJIN BYHUTEIh HA HABYaHHS, KOJIH
BTIIIUTENIb HA TMOTIIIAHHS, XTO TMOJaE Yy
IPOCTOTI, XTO TOJIOBYE TO 3 MIJIBHICTIO, XTO
MUJIOCEPACTBYE TO 3 mpuBiTHICTIO! Jlt00OB
Hexal OyJe HenuIeMipHa; HEHaBHIBTE 3J10 Ta
Tymiteest 10 noOporo! JIro6iTh OAMH OMHOTO
OpaTHBOIO JIOOOB'I0; BHUINEpEIKANTE OIHUH
ofHOTO Tomranoio! Y peBHOCTI He JiHyHTecH,
AyXOM TanaiTe, ciayxith ['ocronesi, TimTeCh
Ha/i€10, YTUCKUA TepHiTh, nepedyBaiiTe B
MOJIUTBI, O€piTh yIin y moTpedax CBITHX,
OyabTe TOCTHHHI 10 YyKUHLIB!
brnarocnopnsiite THX, XTO Bac NEPECIiIyeE;
OJIarocioBIISITE, @ HE MPOKINHAlTE!

THE EPISTLE READING IS FROM THE
LETTER OF ST. PAUL TO THE ROMANS
12:6-14 Brethren, we have different gifts,
according to the grace given us. If a man's gift
is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to
his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is
teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let
him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs
of others, let him give generously; if it is
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. Love
must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what
is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly
love. Honor one another above yourselves.
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual




fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope,
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share
with God's people who are in need. Practice
hospitality. Bless those who persecute you;
bless and do not curse.

BIJI MATESA CBATOI'O €BAHI'EJIA
YUTAHHSA 9:1-8 1, ciBmm g0 4JoBHa, BiH
NepervInHyB, 1 10 Mmicta CBoro mpulys. I oro,
npuHecin 10 Hporo poscrnabienoro, mo Ha
noxi nexaB. I, sk mobaumB Icyc ixHro Bipy,
CKazaB po3sciadiieHomy: bynb Gagpopuii, cuny!
[Tpomatorbest ToO1 Tpixu TBOi! I OoCh, mexTo i3
KHWKHUKIB CTajad KasaTu Impo cebe: Bin
O6orozHeBaxae. Icyc ke nymku ixHI 3HaB 1
ckazaB: Yoro naymaere BM JIyKaBe B CEPLAX
coix? o nerme, ckazaru: [Ipomarorscs T001
IpiXy, 4M CKazaTu: YcTaBail Ta il xomu? Ane
mo0 BM 3HANM, IO NPOIIATH TPIXHM Ha 3eMili
mae Brnany Cun Jloncekwil, ToX Kaxke Bin
po3cnabiieHoMy: YcTaBail, BI3bMH JIOXKE CBOE,
Ta i iqu y cBiif aim! Toii ycraB 1 mimoB y cBiif
IiM. A HATOBII, IMOOAYUBIIM II¢, HAJIIKABCS, 1
ciaBuB bora, mo nroasm Bil naB Taky Biany!

THE GOSPEL READING IS FROM ST.
MATTHEW 9:1-8 Jesus stepped into a boat,
crossed over and came to his own town. Some
men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat.
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, "Take heart, son; your sins are
forgiven." At this, some of the teachers of the
law said to themselves, "This fellow is
blaspheming!" Knowing their thoughts, Jesus
said, "Why do you entertain evil thoughts in
your hearts? Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins
are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? But
so that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins...." Then he
said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your mat and
go home." And the man got up and went home.
When the crowd saw this, they were filled with
awe; and they praised God, who had given such
authority to men.
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JULY 31st, 2011, 7TH SUNDAYAFTER
PENTECOST T7one 6. Martyr Emilian.

9:00 AM — Divine Liturgy
Litia for the repose of +Maria Fil
offered by Theodore & Maria Ryz.

3 MOCJIAHHS CB. ATTIOCTOJIA ITABJIA
J0 PUMJISIH YUTAHHS 15:1-7 bparrs,
MU, CUJIbHI, MyCMO HECTH HEMOY1 O€3CUIIbHUX,
a He co01 moromxkaru. KoxHuil 3 Hac Hexai
HAMaraeTbcsi TOTOAUTH OJMKHBOMY Ha J100pO,
s 30ynyBanHs. bo # Xpucroc He co06i
JIOroJKaB, a SK HalmcaHo: ‘“3HeBara THX, IO
Tebe 3HeBaXKalTh, ynanu Ha MeHe.” Bce 60, 1o
OyJ0 HamwcaHe JaBHIIIe, HAMKMCAHE HAM Ha
HayKy, mo0 MH Mamud Hamilo  4epes
TEpIeNuBICTh U yTiXy, mpo siki Hac [lucemo
HaB4yae. bor ke TepmenuBoCcTH W yTiXH, 3a
npukiagom Xpucra Icyca, Hexall acTb BaM,
mo0 BH MK CO0OK OJHAKOBO JyMaid 3a
XpuctoMm Icycom, 1100 BU 0OJHOYIIHO, OJHUMU
yctamu ciaBwin bora it Ot ['ocniona Haiioro
Icyca Xpucra. Tomy npuiimanTe OIMH OIHOTO,
AK 1 XpHUCTOC NpUitHsB Bac y boxy crnasy.

THE EPISTLE READING IS FROM THE
LETTER OF ST. PAUL TO THE ROMANS
15:1-7 Brethren, we who are strong ought to
put up with the failings of the weak and not to
please ourselves; let each of us please our
neighbor for the good, for building up. For
Christ did not please himself, but, as it is
written, "The insults of those who insult you fall
upon me." For whatever was written previously
was written for our instruction, that by
endurance and by the encouragement of the
scriptures we might have hope. May the God of
endurance and encouragement grant you to
think in harmony with one another, in keeping
with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you may
with one voice glorify the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another,
then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of
God.




BIJI MATESA CBIATOI'O €BAHI'EJIA
YUTAHHSA 9:27-35 1 sk Icyc Biaxoaus
3BIATH, CJIIIOM 32 HAM IYCTHJIUCS JIBa CJMII U
kpuvany, [lomunyit Hac, cuny lasuais! I xonn
BiH YBIHIIOB 1O XaTH, CIINI HPUCTYNWIH 10
HBOTO, a BiH CIIUTaB iX, UK BipyeTe, MO I MOXKY
ne 3pooutn? Tak, ['ocmogu! KaxyTts omy Ti.
Toxmi BiH JOOTOPKHYBCS 1O iXHIX  OYeH,
MoBuBIIM, Hexail BaM CTaHEThCS 3a BallOK
Biporo! I Bimkpuiuch ixHi oui. Icyc ke cyBopo
HakazaB iM, [Js1iTh, 00 HIXTO HE 3HAB MPO
ue. Ta Ti, BUHIIOBIIN, PO3TOJIOCHIHN PO HHOIO
9yTKy MO BCill KpaiHi. A SK BOHH BUXOIMIIH,
NPUBEACHO JO HBOTO HIMOro, 1o OyB
OicayBarmii. Komm x BiH BurHaB Oica, HiMUM
MOYaB TOBOPHUTH 1 JIIOJU TUBYBAJHUCS, KAKYYH,
Hikomu mock Take He oOsBisuiocs B I3paimi!
@apucei x rosopwid, BiH Burasse 0iciB
kHs13eM OiciBcbkum! Icyc oOxoamB yci Mmicra i
cema, HaB4arounm €BaHTeNil0 IlapcTBa Ta
BHUTOIOIOYH BCSAKY XBOpOOY il HEIyTY.

THE GOSPEL READING IS FROM ST.
MATTHEW 9:27-35 As Jesus passed on from
there, two blind men followed (him), crying
out, "Son of David, have pity on us!" When he
entered the house, the blind men approached
him and Jesus said to them, "Do you believe
that I can do this?" "Yes, Lord," they said to
him. Then he touched their eyes and said, "Let
it be done for you according to your faith." And
their eyes were opened. Jesus warned them
sternly, "See that no one knows about this." But
they went out and spread word of him through
all that land. As they were going out, a
demoniac who could not speak was brought to
him, and when the demon was driven out the
mute person spoke. The crowds were amazed
and said, "Nothing like this has ever been seen
in Israel." But the Pharisees said, "He drives out
demons by the prince of demons." Jesus went
around to all the towns and villages, teaching in
their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the
kingdom, and curing every disease and illness.
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Olha and Volodymyr - First Christian Rulers of
Rus - Ukraine July 28, 1015

Olga (or Helga), born in about 890, was the wife of
Prince Thor of Rus, and after his death in 945 she
was regent for their son. She appears to have ruled
well by secular standards. In 957 she visited
Constantinople and, either then or earlier, became a
Christian. She did not succeed in converting her
son, or a significant number of their countrymen.
She died in 969, probably on 11 July. Volodymyr,
great-grandson of Ruryk (the traditional founder of
the Rus state), grandson of Olga, and youngest of
the three sons of Sviatoslav of Kyiv, was born in
956 and was made Prince of Novgorod in 970. In
972 his father died, and the three sons fought for the
crown. Yaropolk killed Oleh, and Volodymyr fled
to his Viking kinsmen in Scandinavia. In 980 he
returned with Viking support, killed Yaropolk, and
took the throne. He expanded his empire by a series
of conquests. In 988, he proposed a military alliance
with the Byzantine emperor Basil 11, and a marriage
to the emperor's sister Anna. In return, he agreed to
convert to Christianity. The agreement was made,
Volodymyr was baptized, and when the emperor
reneged on the marriage, Volodymyr invaded the
Crimea. The marriage duly took place and the
alliance prospered. Volodymyr took his Christian
commitment seriously, and under his rule the
Christianization of Rus proceeded rapidly. He put
away his former collection of pagan wives and
mistresses, destroyed idols and pagan temples, built
churches and monasteries and schools, brought in
Greek missionaries to educate his people, abolished
or greatly restricted capital punishment, and gave
lavish alms to the poor. In converting his people,
however, he was willing to resort to military
methods (all his life he had survived by fighting),
and some of his former pagan wives and their sons
raised an armed rebellion against him, in the course
of which he was killed near Kyiv, July 28, 1015.
He and his grandmother Olha are honored as the
founders of Christianity in Ukraine.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. You are invited to our St. Nicholas
Parish Picnic on Sunday, August 21st at
Ganser-Smith Memorial Park in Menands.
Divine Liturgy will begin at 10:00 AM
followed by our cookout - potluck.




SERMON

B icHyBaHHI 31MHMX OyXiB MH TEPEKOHYEMOCS
yuratoun kHUTH Csitoro Ilucema Craporo Ta
HoBoro 3aBiTy, 31 CBilY€Hb CBSITUX OTIIIB Ta
KUTTENHUCIB yroauukiB boxux. ¥V kum3i byTrs
WAeTbcs Mpo Te, SK IUSABOJI Yy 3MIiiHIA 1M0m001
CIOKYCHB Haily mpamMatip €By, HAMOBUBIIH ii
nopymuTH 3anoBinb boxy. €Ba x mepexonana
ocimyxarucst bora i mpaotis Angama... Ock YoMy
IUSIBOJ 1 HA3UBAETBCSI  «IIOIUHOBOUBIIEIO
CTIOKOHBIKY» - BiJ] CAMOTO TIOYaTKy MParHyB BiH
3aHAmacTUTH  JIIOJACTBO. Y  kHmM3l  loBa
OTIOBIAA€THCS, IO JUSABOJ, 3a TOMYIICHHS
boxxoro, Bpa3us loBa 6aratema xBopobamu, ajue
HE JOMIrcsl 3 yCT IpaBeJHHKa Xyiau Ha bora.
Camoro Cracurens miJ 4ac COPOKaJEHHOTO
nepeOyBaHHA B IIyCTENl CIOKYIIaB caTaHa,

HaMararo4yuch PO3MATUTH B Hromy
HETEePIUIIYICTb, BJIAJI0JIFOOCTBO Ta
mapHocnaBctBo. Cam Xpucroc Cmacutens i

Horo amnocTonu BUTAaHSINA AUSBOJIA, 3IJIIOI0YH
ToJiel Bij OiCHYBaHHS .

I3 BoxkxectBeHHOr0 OAKPOBEHHS MU 3HAEMO, 1110
IUSIBOJ - 1CTOTA pealibHa, ippalioHalbHa, Ma€
po3yMm 1 Bomo. Sk Bipa B bora, B icHyBaHH:
aHreiiB n00OpuX, Tak 1 Bipa B ICHYBaHHS 37UX
IyXiB € BCEOXOIUTIOIOYOI0 B POJI JIOJCHKOMY.
bicu - e myxu, BurHati 3 Heoa. Ix 3ryouna 3ina
BOJIA, fKAa BIATOAI W Kepye HHMH B IXHIX
3mounHax. Ham, BipylounmMm, HE KaKydH BXKe
PO HEBIPYIOUUX, Ay’KE HE XOTiNocs O BIpUTH B
icHyBaHHS qusiBoa. binbie 3aBxau BipuTHCS B
nobpo: bor 1 amremm - ictotm nmobOpi W
MPeKpacHi, TOMy 3HATH, 1[0 BOHU € - IPUEMHO 1
BTIIIHO. A usBOa 1 OicHM - ICTOTH 37 Ta
IIKiJIMBI, TOMY BIpUTH B 1X ICHYBaHHSA - JyXe
HENPUEMHO.

Kpama 30post mis ©60poThOM 3 TUSBOJIOM -
monuTBa 1 micT. Lle#t pin, ckazaB ['ocoap mpo
0iciB, BUTQHSETHCS JIMIIIE MOJUTBOIO 1 IOCTOM.
bicu roBopuim cBsmeHHOMy4YeHuKy Kunpiany:
«Mu He MOXEeMO [UBUTHCS Ha XpECHE
3HAMEHHS, BOHO, SK BOTI'OHb, OOIIAJIFOE€ HAC 1
BIATaHIEY. «Imenem Icyca 3aBxau Owuit
paTHUKa», TOOTO OICiB, - YYUB MNPENOJOOHMIA
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loann JlictBuunuk. «Hemae cuimbHImoi i
MiIHIIo1 30poi y ayxoBHii Opani, Hixk IcycoBa
MOJINTBa», - CBiguuB aBBa loB. «JleMOHH He
HABAXXYIOTHCS HAOIM3HUTUCS JI0 TOTO, XTO BEe
o6ecimy 3 borom», - kazaB Cumeon Hosuii
borocnos. Ywurauus Csstoro Ilucema - 1e
BEJIMKUI 3aXUCT BiJ rpixa, BYUB aBBa €midanii,
a Onaxxennuil leponim 1 mpenonoOuuii [Tumen
roBopwin: «Jlymail mocriifHO mpo mock 100pe,
00 JUSBOJ 3aBXKIM 3HAXOAWUB TeOe 3aiHATHM:
JIOKM JIt0JIMHA TnepedyBae B JTyXOBHIM mpaiil,
BOpOT HE MOke BpasuTu ii». Hacaigyroun
OpUKIaa 1 BKa3iBKH  JIOOJIECCHUX  BOIHIB
XpucToBux, crojiiBalouuch Ha bora i
3MinHIOYKCh OnarogarTio Cesroro Jlyxa, mu
MOXXEMO U 3000B'A3aH1 BUWTU MEPEMOKLAMH Y
060poTHOI 31 37I0M 1 BOPOTaMH HAIIOTO CHACIHHS
- TyXaMH 3JI00 I THe0eCHUMU. AMiHb.

The reading from the Gospel according to St.
Matthew for the S5th Sunday after Pentecost
seems very familiar because the same story in
the Gospel according to St. Luke is chanted on
the 23rd Sunday after Pentecost. It is often
referred to as “The Pigs Gospel.” To modern
day readers of the New Testament, it seems a
rather innocuous episode in the life of our Lord,
God and Savior Jesus Christ. Why did our
Church Fathers consider this episode so
important that it was assigned to be chanted on
two different Sundays during the liturgical
year? In the Gospel according to St. Matthew
the setting for this story is that our Lord had just
calmed the stormy Sea of Galilee, and He
landed on the other side of the lake, away from
Galilee his home. Immediately He encounters
two men possessed by demons so fierce that
“no one could travel by that road.” While the
disciples in the boat were wondering what
manner of man Jesus was that even the winds
and the sea obeyed Him, the demons came to
proclaim the answer. Jesus alone came towards
them since no one dared to bring them to Him.
They dwelt among the tombs as if already dead.
This is a reminder to us that sin and evil lead to
death. But because Christ is the Conqueror of
Death, the demons screamed out, “What have



you to do with us, Son of God? Have you come
here to torment us before the appointed time?”
The appointed time is the end of the world
when all will be judged./ Each Gospel account
was written to proclaim the Good News to a
particular audience. St. Matthew, a converted
Jew and a tax-collector, wrote his Gospel
account in order to convince Jewish believers
that Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of the Law
and the Prophets. Christ had just crossed the
Sea of Galilee to escape the demands of the
people that He cure their afflictions, but they
had no accompanying faith or recognition of
who He was. The irony for St. Matthew is that
the Gentile Centurion, and even the demons
recognize that Jesus is the Son of God, but not
His Chosen People. There is another
surreptitious message being proclaimed by the
presence of a herd of swine: These are not Jews,
Christ is already spreading His universal
message to the Gentiles, beyond His Chosen
People, the Old Jerusalem. For Jewish believers
swine are unclean and it was forbidden to eat
them or even have anything to do with them. A
swineherd could only be present among non-
Jewish people. Christ commands the demons to
enter the herd of swine, reminding and teaching
us that God can perform good even by using
something unclean and perverse. Perhaps this
was why the Church Fathers loved this episode
enough to have it chanted on two different
Sundays during the Church Year: The pigs
rushed down the steep bank into the sea where
they drowned. Even swine know that death is
better than being possessed by a demon. It is a
call to repentance, a call to us to put off the
demons, the old man within us. Living with our
demons actually makes us lower and less
sensible than pigs! / The final event in this
Gospel story is that the whole town came out to
meet Jesus begged Him to leave! Contrast this
with the Samaritans in the town of Shechem
who invited Him to stay after His encounter
with the sinful woman at Jacob’s Well. Is it
possible they were overwhelmed and fearful of
the awesome power of God which they
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observed? This is not totally unusual for St.
Peter also asked the Lord to leave him because
he was a sinful man. Is St. Matthew making the
point that these Gentiles were able to take the
first steps to wisdom because they had fear of
the Lord which the beginning of all wisdom,
and the Chosen People did not? Or is it that the
people of Gadara reflect the sinfulness of all
humanity, a sinfulness that makes us more
comfortable with demons than with God? The
Lord came with power to deliver the world from
the power of the Enemy; but they preferred
distance from God, submitting to the slavery of
evil and rejecting the presence of God. John
Chrysostom calls them a senseless people who
sent Him away when they should have adored
Him and marveled at His power. Are we, too,
insensitive and blind to the power and majesty
of our Good God? When the inhabitants of that
country, after having received such benefits,
were driving Him away, Jesus did not resist, but
relented, and left them for they had shown
themselves unworthy of His teaching. Is it
possible that we, too, often ask God to leave us
because we are not willing to respond
appropriately to the love and awesome power of
God? Perhaps it is a result of sin that we are
unwilling to give ourselves and each other and
all of life to Christ our God. Let us remember
that we are the summit of His creation and are
called to live as children of God, as His
Inheritance!



