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FEBRUARY 27" 2011 - Tone 7.
MEAT-FARE SUNDAY
9:30 AM -Divine Liturgy

Litia for the repose of +Maria Fil

offered by Katherine Barnick.
Litia for the repose of +Bar bara K owalchuk
on the 1% anniversary of her falling asleep in the
Lord, offered by Mary Miles & family.
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3 INEPHIOIO TIOCJIAHHSA CB.
AIIOCTOJIA TABJIA 10 KOPHUHTHAH
YUTAHHS 8:8 — 9:2 Bparrsa, Ixa x Hac 10
Bbora ne 36mmxkye: 60 KoM HE IMO, TO HIYOTO HE
TpaTUMO, a KOJM MU iMO, TO HEe HaOyBaeMm
HIYOTO. AJie CTEPeXIThCS, MO0 I Baria BOJIS
HE CcTaja SKOCh 3a croTukaHHs ciadum! Komu
00 xTO 0auuThH TeOE, MAIOYOro 3HAHHA, K TH B
1I0JIbCBbKINA OOKHHUII CHIOMII 3a CTOJIOM, YU XK
CyMJIiHHS i#oro, OyBmm cnabe, He Oyxe
CIIOHyKaHE ICTH 140JbChKiI jkepTBHU? | uepe3
3HAHHS TBO€ 3TMHE HEAyX Uil TBI Opart, 1o 3a
HbOro Xpucroc O0yB ymep! I'pimiaun Tak npoTH
OpaTiB Ta BpakarouW iXHE cllabe CyMITIHHS, BU
npotu Xpucrta rpimure. Och TOMy, KOJIH iKa
crokyurye OpaTa MoOro, TO MOBIK S HE iCTUMY
M'sica, 100 He croKycuTH Opara cBoro! Xiba x
s He BUTbHUI? Un k g He amocton? Xiba s He
6aunB Icyca Xpwucra, I'ocrioga Hamoro? Xiba
BHU, TO HE cripaBa Mos nepes ['ociogom? Konu s
HE aroCTOJ JUIS IHIMUX, TO JJISA Bac sl aroCTOJI,
BU 00 MeyaTh MOTO anocTojibcTBa B ['ocnoi.

THE EPISTLE READING IS FROM THE
FIRST LETTER OF ST. PAUL TO THE
CORINTHIANS 8:8-9:2

Brethren, but food does not bring us near to
God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no
better if we do. Be careful, however, that the
exercise of your rights does not become a
stumbling block to the weak. For if someone
with a weak conscience sees you, with all your
knowledge, eating in an idol’s temple, won't
that person be emboldened to eat what is
sacrificed to idols? So this weak brother or
sister, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by
your knowledge. When you sin against them in
this way and wound their weak conscience, you
sin against Christ. Therefore, if what | eat
causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, | will
never eat meat again, so that | will not cause
them to fall. Am I not free? Am I not an
apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are
you not the result of my work in the Lord?
Even though | may not be an apostle to others,


http://www.stnicholasuoc.org/
http://www.uocofusa.org/
mailto:s05paul@aol.com

surely I am to you! For you are the seal of my
apostleship in the Lord.

BI/Il MATESA CBATOI'O €BAHI'EJIA
YUNTAHHSA 25:31-46

Komnu x npuiine Cun Jlroacekuii y cnasi CBOil,
1 Bci Anronmu 3 Hwum, tomi Bin 3acsme Ha
npectodi cnasu Coel. | nepen Hum yci Haponu
30epyThes, 1 BiH BIAUIATE OAHOTO BiJl OJAHOTO
iX, SK BiAJaUIsLe BiBYap OBEIb Bix KO3miB. [
noctaBuTh BiH BiBII npaBopyu CeOe, a Ko3ATa
niBopyu. Tomi ckaxe Ilap Tum, XTO mpaBopy4
Woro: [Ipuiinite, GmarocmoBeHHi Moro OTi,
nocsabre llapctBo, yroroBaHe BaMm  BiJ
3aknaguH cBity. bo S romomyBaB OyB 1 BHM
HarogyBadu MeHe, TparHyB 1 BHU HamoiIH
Mene, marnpiBaukoM S OyB i MeHe npuiiHsIm
BH. byB Haruii 1 MeHne 3o14rau BH, clia0yBaB 1
Mene Bu BiaBiganu, y B's3Humi S OyB i
npuiny Bu 10 Mene. Toai BiANOBIASTH ﬁOMy
npaBe/iHI W cKaxyTh: ['ocriogu, konmu 1o Tebe
MU TOJIOJHOTO Oayuiaum 1 HarogyBaiH, abo
cnparaeHoro 1 Hamoinu? Komu To Tebe
MaHAPIBHUKOM MU Oaduiv 1 TPUAHAIN, YH
HaruMm 1 3oaaru? Konu to Tebe Mu Herykoro
Oaunny, yu B B'si3HMIN 1 g0 Tebe mpuitnuin?
[ap BiamoBicTh i mpomMoBHTH 10 HUX: [Tompasai
KaXy BaM: IO TUIbKM BYMHWIA BU OJHOMY 3
HaliMeHIIMX OpaTiB Moix 1ux, T¢ MeHi BuU
BUMHWIM. Toai ckaxke W THM, XTO JIBOPYY:
Inite BU Bim MeHe, POKIISITI, Y BIYHHUI OTOHb,
o0  JOUABOJIOBI Ta  HOro  MOCHAHINM
npurotoBanuii. bo f romomyBaB OyB 1 He
HaroayBaym MeHe, NIparHyB 1 BU HE HaIoOLIA
Mene, MmaHapiBHUKOM Sl OYB 1 HE IPUNHSAIN BU
Mene, OyB Harmii 1 He 3044rau BU MeHe,
ciaabuii 1 B B'a3HuUII 1 MeHe He BIABIgald BH.
Tomi BIiAMOBIAATE 1 BOHH, TPOMOBIISIOUH:
I'ocnioau, xonu To Tebe Mu roIoAHOrO OaYMIIH,
abo cmparHeHoro, abo MaHAPIBHUKOM, YU
Haroro, YW HETY>KOTO, YA B B'S3HUII 1 HE
nocinykunn To61? Toxai Bin BigmoBicTh iM 1
ckaxe: [lompaBai kaxy BaM: 4YOro TUIbKH
OJIHOMY 3 HaWMEHIIMX IMX BU HE BUYMHWIH,
Meni ve BunHmIM! | 111 MiAYyTH HAa BIYHYIO MYKY,
a MpaBeJIHUKH Ha BIYHE )KUTTSL.
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THE GOSPELL READING IS FROM ST.
MATTHEW 25:31-46

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and
al the angels with him, he will sit on his
glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate the people one
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats. He will put the sheep on his
right and the goats on his left. “Then the King
will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who
are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance,
the kingdom prepared for you since the creation
of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you
invited me in, | needed clothes and you clothed
me, | was sick and you looked after me, | wasin
prison and you came to visit me.’“Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you something to drink? When did we see you
a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes
and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you?’*The King will
reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.’ “Then he will say to
those on his left, * Depart from me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels. For | was hungry and you
gave me nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you
gave me nothing to drink, | was a stranger and
you did not invite me in, | needed clothes and
you did not clothe me, | was sick and in prison
and you did not look after me.”“ They also will
answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick
or in prison, and did not help you?’ “He will
reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did not do
for one of the least of these, you did not do for
me.’“Then they will go away to eterna
punishment, but the righteous to eterndl life.”

MARCH 6" , 2011- Tone 8.
CHEESE-FARE SUNDAY
9:00 AM —Divine Liturgy




Litia for the repose of +Maria Fil
offered by Sonia Czerpak.

3 NMOCJIAHHA CB. AITIOCTOJIA TTABJIA
40 PUMJISAH  YUTAHHYA 13:11-14:4
bparts, 1 ne tomy, mo 3Haere yac, mo mnopa
HaM Yyxe MnpoOynuTuch Bix cHy. bo Ttemep
CITaCIHHS OJMIKYE JI0 HAc, aHDK TOMl, KOJIM MH
BBipyBaiu. Hiu mMuHyna, a JgeHb HaOIU3HUBCA,
TOXX  BIIKMHBMO  BYMHKA  TEMpSIBU
30[THIMOCH y 30poro cBitna. K yJeHs,
mocTymnaiiMo J100podyecHO, HE B TYJbHI Ta
M'SHCTBI, HE B Tepeito0l Ta PO3MycTi, HE B
CBapHI Ta 3a3/poliax, aje 30JATHITHCS
l'ocnogom Icycom Xpuctom, a JOTOJKEHHS
TUTy He oOepraiiTe Ha mokaauBicTs! Ciaboro
B BIpi mpuiiMaiiTe, ajge He JJis CyNepedyoK IMpo
norysini. OnuH 60 Bipye, 110 MOXHA iCTH Bee, a
HEMIYHHMM CTIOKHMBAE SIPUHY. XTO ICTh, HEXal He
MOTOP/IKY€E TUM, XTO HE ICTh. A XTO He iCTb,
Hexall He OCyIKye TOro, XTo ictb, bor 00
IIpUMHAB HOro. TW XTO Takui, IO CyJIHII
qy>koro pa6a? BiH ans maHa cBOro cToiTh abo
najae; ajge BIH YCTOiTh, 00 Mae bor cuiy
MMOCTABUTH KOTO.

THE EPISTLE READING IS FROM THE
LETTER OF ST. PAUL TO THE ROMANS
13:11-14:4 Brethren, do this, knowing the
time, that it is aready the hour for you to
awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer
to us than when we believed. The night is
amost gone, and the day is near therefore, let us
lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the
armor of light. Let us behave properly asin the
day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in
sexua promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife
and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh in regard to
its lusts. Now accept the one who is weak in
faith, but not for the purpose of passing
judgment on his opinions. One person has faith
that he may eat all things, but he who is weak
eats vegetables only. The one who eats is not to
regard with contempt the one who does not eat,
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and the one who does not eat is not to judge
the one who eats, for God has accepted him.
Who are you to judge the servant of another?
To his own master he stands or falls; and he
will stand, for the Lord is able to make him
stand.

Bl MATESA CBATOI'O €BAHI'EJIA
UUTAHHSA 6:14-21

bo sk mromsiM BU TIpOCTUTE MPOTPIXH iXHi, TO
nmpocTuTh 1 Bam Bam HeGecuuii Otenb. A Koiu
BU He OyaeTe JrofsaM mporiaTd, To i OTerp
Balll HE MPOCTUTH BaM MIPOTPiXiB Bammx. A K
MOCTUTE, TO HE OybTE CyMHI, SIK OTi JHIIEMIPH:
BOHH 00 3MIHSIOTH OOJMYYS CBOI, MO0 OauniIn
JIOJIH, 110 TOCTATh BoHU. [lompaB/i kaxy Bam:
BOHU MalOTh YK€ Haropojay cBoro! A TH, KOJIU
MIOCTHII, HAMACTH CBOIO TOJIOBY, 1 JIMIIE CBOE
BMHH, 100 TH MOCTY CBOTO HE BHUSBHB JIFOJSM,
a Otuesi cBoeMy, 110 B TaiHi; 1 OTenp TBii, 1110
0aunThr TaEMHE, BigJacTb TOO1 sABHO. He
CKJIaganTe ckapOiB coOi Ha 3eMJIl, € HUIIUTH iX
MUIb Ta ipka, 1 A€ 37011l MiAKOMyIOTbCS I
BUKpanawTh. Ckiamaite k coll ckapbm Ha
HeO1, Ae HI MUIb, HI ip)ka iX HE HHUIIUTH, 1 Je
371011 1O HUX HE MIJKOMYIOThCS Ta HE KPaayTh.
bo ne ckap0 TBii, Tam Oyze ii cepiie TBOE!

THE GOSPEL READING IS
MATTHEW 6:14-21

Jesus spoke: “For if you forgive others for their
transgressions, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. "But if you do not forgive others,
then your Father will not forgive your
transgressions. "Whenever you fast, do not put
on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they
neglect their appearance so that they will be
noticed by men when they are fasting, truly |
say to you, they have their reward in full. "But
you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash
your face so that your fasting will not be
noticed by men, but by your Father who is in
secret; and your Father who sees what is done
in secret will reward you. "Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and

FROM ST.




rust destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. "But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves do not break in or steal; for
where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.

MARCH 13™ 2011 - Tone 1.
ORTHODOXY SUNDAY

9:00 AM —Divine Liturgy followed by our
Annual General Meeting.

Litia for the repose of +Maria Fil
offered by Vasyl & Tetyana Hayvanovych.

OUR FAITH

FASTING: "The Orthodox Church, regarding
the human person as a unity of soul and body,
has aways insisted that the body must be
trained and disciplined as well as the soul:
"Fasting and self-control are the first virtue, the
mother, root, source, and foundation of al
good." The rules of fasting in the Orthodox
Church are of a rigor which will astonish and
appall many western Christians. On most days
during Great Lent and Holy Week, for example,
not only is meat forbidden, but also fish and all
animal products (lard, eggs, butter, milk,
cheese), together with wine and oil. In practice,
however, many Orthodox — particularly in the
western world — find that under the conditions
of modern life it is no longer practical to follow
the traditional rules exactly, which were devised
with a very different outward situation in mind;
and so certain dispensations are granted. Yet,
even o, Great Lent — especially the first week
and Holy Week itself — is still, for devout
Orthodox, a period of genuine austerity and
serious physical hardship. When all relaxations
and dispensations are taken into account, it
remains true that Orthodox Christians in the
twentieth century — laity as well as monks —
fast with a severity for which thereis no parale
in western Christendom, except perhaps in the
strictest Religious Orders." [Bishop
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KALLISTOS (Timothy Ware), The Orthodox
Church, London: Penguin Books, 1993, p. 300-
301.]

In cases of uncertainty, each should seek
the advice of higher spiritual father. The
following statement is extremely important to
consider when we speak of fasting and fasting
rules in the Church: "At all times it is essential
to bear in mind that ‘you are not under the law
but under the grace' [Rom. 6:14], and that the
letter kills, but the spirit gives life' [2 Cor. 3:6].
The rules of fasting, while they need to be taken
serioudly, are not to be interpreted with dour
and pedantic legalism; ‘for the kingdom of God
Is not food and drink, but righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit' [Rom. 14:1]."

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Thank You for helping us make
Pyrohy-varenyky this past week. We made
250 dozen and it was a huge success. God bless
you.

2. Sunday, March 13" please attend our
Annual General Meeting of St. Nicholas church.
Please check beforehand to make sure dues are
paid to ensure you can have avote.

3. Starting on Sunday March 6", our
Liturgy time will returnto 9:00 AM.

4, GREAT LENT 2011 Saint Andrew’s
Capital District Orthodox Clergy Association is
sponsoring its Annual Lenten Mission Vespers
March. 6- Forgiveness Sunday, 5 p.m. St
George (S. Glens Falls); March. 13- Orthodox
Sunday, 5 p.m. St. Basil (Watervliet) Guest
Homilist: Brother Christopher (Savage) — New
Skete; March. 20 - St. Gregory Palamas, 5 p.m.
St. George (Schenectady); March. 27 - Holy
Cross Sunday, 5 p.m. St. Basil (Troy); April. 3
- St. John/Ladder , 5 p.m. tba; April. 10 - St.
Mary of Egypt , 5 p.m. Christ the Savior
(Milton.); April. 17 - Palm Sunday, 5 p.m.
New Skete Monastery. (Cambridge, NY).

5. You are Invited to attend a Lenten
Retreat: “Living our Baptismal Covenant” on
Saturday, March 26, 2011, 8am-6pm Holy



Wisdom Temple Communities of New Skete
Cambridge, NY Retreat Includes:
* Continental breakfast, lunch and snacks
Donation: $25. Please respond by March 14,
2011 Checks payable to: Nuns of New Skete
Contact for questions/registration:
S. Macrina at Nuns of New Skete
343 Ash Grove Road Cambridge, NY 12816
518-677-3810 or email: srmacrina@gmail.com

SERMON

Ha ocnogi boxxectBennoro OnkpoBeHHs CBsita
IlepkBa BipHTH y KiHEIb IIBOTO CBITY 1 BYHUTHh
npo Hboro. I[Ipo MOXJIHMBICTH 3MIHM Hamoi
IUIAHETH TOBOPSATH 1 HAYKOBII HAIIOTO dYacy.
3rimHo 3  OpakpoBeHHsAM, «HEOO 1 3emis
3MIHSTBCSL 4Yepe3 TIOCEPEAHUIITBO BOTHIO, 1
OyIyTh HOBI HEOO 1 HOBa 3eMJISI», - TaK THIIE B
ATIOKaJINCUCl CBSATUM amocToN 1 €BAHTEIICT
Ioann borocnos. Bci, XTO XuUTHME Ha 3eMil,
3MIHATBCS B MUTHh OKa. /[ Hac, Bipyrouux
JO/ICH, HE CTUTHLKHM BaXKJIMBHM € TTUTAHHS, KOJIH
came 1ie Oyne. [lnst HacC BaXKIMBUM € IHINE, -
camMe, IO 3 KOHYMHOK CBITYy HEMHUHYyYe
noB's3aHe Apyre npuiects ['ocmoga Hamoro
Icyca Xpucra 1 ocranHiii, a Tomy 1 CTpaniHui,
BoxecTBeHHUH Cya, KOJIU KOKEH MOXKHE Te, 10
nociss. L{e € 3aKOHOMIPHUM 1 JIOTTYHUM.

Y CcBOEMYy 3eMHOMY HUTTI JIOAMHA PAHO YU
M3HO BIAMOBIZA€ 3a CBOI BYUHKH IEpe
3aKOHOM, Iepe]] CYCIUIbCTBOM, Ja€ BIATIOBIAbL
cama co0i. 3a BUKOHaHOIO POOOTOI0 3aBXK/IU HIe
pO3paxyHOK, 3a  OyIb-iKOI  3poOJIEHOI0
crpaBoio - mojska abo jgoraHa. Came Tak, y
BU3HAUYCHUN borom gac, XoueMo MU TOTO YH Hi,
BCi TIOBHHHI OyJIeMO BiJIITOBICTH 3a CBOE JKHUTTH,
3a BCl CBOI BUMHKH, 1 OUIBIIIE TOrO - HaBITH 3a
CBOi AyMKu Ta momuciau. ¥ «CHMBOII Bipn»,
AKHM MM YacTO YHTAaeEMO BAOMa 1 B Xpami,
XPUCTHUSIHU CIIOBIIYIOTH Bipy B l'ocmoga Icyca
Xpucra, 10 «3HOBY W€ 31 CIaBOIO CYIUTH
KUBHUM 1 MEPTBUM).

3ragyroun  €BaHrelbChbKi  cjloBa  XpHUCTa
Cnacurenss npo HeMHHY4YMd boxuil cyn Hajg
yciMa HaMH, 3a THKJICHb 10 Bemukoro mocry,
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Cesata llepkBa ©6'e B Habar, PO MH
CXaMEHyJHCs, MO0 TBEpe30 NOoAyMald Tpo
MaiiOyTHE CBOET AyIIi, MPO Te, L0 YEKa€e Ha HacC
y Biunocti. llpoMy chopuse HacTymawounit
ceatuii Bemmkuii mict. Kputepiem Hamioro
BUTIPABJaHHS 4Yd OCy/KeHHs Ha CTpanrHomy
cyni, (amke, 3rimHo 31 CBarum [Tucemom, oHi
MiyTh y BIUHY PaIICTh, 1HIII - Y BIYHY MYKY),
CIIyKUTh JIIOJChKE JKUTTSA 1 3€MHI CIpaBU: YU
HaroJyBaJli MH TOJOJHOTO, YH HAIoilu
CIparjioro, 9 TMPHUIOTAIN OE3JOMHOTO, YU
OJIATJIM HAroro, YW BiJBIAK XBOPOTO, YU
BTiMIM ~ yB'si3HeHoro? Tomy 1m0 ckaxe
I'ocnogs: «Tak sk BE 3poOWIM 1€ OJHOMY 13
nux OpariB Moix MeHIuX, Te 3poounin MeHi».
A AKIIO MU [BOTO HE 3pOOWIN JIOASM, TO
Higoro He 3poomu i ['ocriony Icycy Xpucry. 3a
THXACHb 10 Bemukoro mocty llepkBa Haramye
HaM npo Crpamnuii cyn. CrpamHuii cyn - 1e
HE BUTAJIKa JUIS 3aJIIKYBaHHs, a MIACHUHN (akT,
3acBiqueHui HamuM CriacutenieM 1 MpaBeaHUM
Cynnero. I[puciyxaiimocs x 10 rosocy CsToi
IlepkBu Xxoua O 3piagKa TPUXOIUTH 13 CTaHY
0e3MeyHOCTI B TBEPE3ICTh, 3rajyloud, IO €
boxwuii cyn 1 Ha Hac dekae npaBenHuit Cynms.
HixTo 3 Hac He 3Hae, KoM Mpo0'e HOro OcTaHHS
TOJMHA 1 KOJIM KOXEH 3 Hac 3YyCTPIHEThCS 3
borom, oHaK KOXEH JOCTEMEHHO 3HA€, IO 115
roJlMHA € HEMHUHYYOl. A OTXe, 3rajyloud BCl
CBOi HefoOpl 1 31 CHpaBH, HE 3AIMINAETHCS
HIYOrO0 1HIIOTO, SK TUIBKM CIOJIBATHCS Ha
MIJTiCTh ['OcrIoAHIO 1 pa3oM i3 mcaaIMOCHiBIIEM
uapeM JlaBugom B3uBatu 10 Heoro: «llomunyi
Hac, boxe, o Benukii TBOIH MHIIOCTIY.

Today is Mesatfare Sunday, or the last Sunday
that we eat meat until Pascha — Easter. The
second name that is given to this Sunday is the
Sunday of the Last Judgment. In today’s
Gospel, we hear of the dread and find
Judgment of God. The Gospel describes for us
the criteria by which each of us will be judged.
The criteria by which we will be judged is that
which we have done to help our fellow man.
Specifically, the criteria is feeding the hungry,
giving drink to the thirsty, being a friend to the



stranger, clothing those that are naked and
visiting those that are sick or in prison.

This Gospel makes it clear that there is no
salvation without helping our fellow man.
Many would like to ignore the fact that that
there will be a fina judgment, but this Gospel
makes it clear that there will be one. Many
would like to believe that al we need to do is
believe and we will be saved. This Gospel
points out that we must not only have belief, but
we must have action or works. As the Holy
Apostle James says, “ What does it profit, my
brethren, though a man say he has faith, and
have not works? Can faith save him? ....Even so
faith, if it has not works, is dead, being alone.
.... show me your faith without thy works, and |
will show you my faith by my works." ( 2:14-18)
Our faith is tested by the Lord by those that we
encounter that have needs. This is a great
struggle—should | help the person or should |
continue on my way? In Proverbs it says, “ He
that has pity upon the poor lends unto the Lord,
and that which he has given will He pay him
again.” ( 19:27) In these encounters, we are
further reminded of the parable of the Good
Samaritan. (Lk 10:25-37). As we recall from
this parable, we are asked what or who is our
neighbor. We find that the Samaritan is the
neighbor because he stops what he is doing and
helps the injured man. Through this parable the
great commandment is brought to our attention
“Thou shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all you soul, and with all
your strength, and with all you mind; and your
neighbor as yourself.” (Lk 10:27) Through the
great commandment and the parable of the
Good Samaritan we are told that our love for
God is demonstrated by being a neighbor to our
fellow man. It would be better stated that it is
through helping our fellow that we receive our
salvation. If we fail in being a neighbor to our
fellow man, we have failed to love God. We are
also told that there are consequences for this
failure to love God, above al else, through our
treatment of our fellow man. Saint Basl the
Great reminds us of the permanence of these
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consequences in his treatise, On the Last
Judgment, “If there is any end to eternal
torment, then it follows that there is an end to
eternal life. But, asit isimpossible to image an
end to eternal life, how is it impossible to
imagine an end to eternal torment?” While God
would have that al men be saved, as it says in
the Epistle to Timothy, “...God our Saviour;
who will have all men to be saved, and to come
unto the knowledge of the truth”, it is our
choicesthat either save or condemn us.
The pain of sin is experienced in this life as a
foretaste of the eterna torment as a call to
repentance. This reminder is given to us as it
says in the Book of Job, “The wicked man
travails with pain all his days....A dreadful
sound is in his ears.... He believes not that he
shall return out of darkness, and he is waited
for of the sword.... Trouble and anguish shall
make him afraid; they shall prevail against him
as a king ready to the battle. For he stretches
out his hand against God...” ( 15:20-25) The
choices that we make—to embrace our
neighbor, in order to embrace God, or to
embrace ourselves, which results in eternal
torment—are often a struggle for us. The
Teachings of the Desert Fathers has the
following story to help us with this struggle:
“ They asked some great elder: ‘How, father, do
you so patiently bear such labors?” The elder
replied ‘All my toil in this life is not equal to
one day of torment.”” Therefore, let us struggle
with our service to our neighbor, that we may
serve the Lord our God and receive salvation,
that we may eternaly “Reoice and be
exceeding glad” as it says in the Gospel of St.
Matthew.



